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NEW FOR 1980! A FESTIVAL 
OF COLOR AND DESIGN. 

New for 1980, Spectra Star Kites™ has a line up of Mylar® and Nylon® kites each printed up to 7 brilliant colors. 
The artwork is finely detailed and represents a wide variety of themes. 


MODEL 6500/ FREESTYLER: A single flying 
line “stunt” kite with 25' tail. Highly maneuver- 
able. Printed in 5 colors and 3 different graphic 
designs. Packaged in 5 color poly bag 
with handle. 


MODEL 545/ NYLON DIAMOND: Four different 
graphics printed 6 colors on nylon fabric (Lovers 
Butterfly. Pegasus, Hot Air Balloons. Doves). 
Ten foot Mylars rainbow striped tail. Packaged 
in poly bag with full color header. 


MODEL 3515-R/ SHOOTING STAR KITE: 

Octopus type multi tenticled kite printed 6 colors 
on Mylars with 2 different head designs 
(Shooting Star, Parafoil Rider). Packaged in 
5 color poly bag. 



MODEL 545 
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DIAMOND 


MODEL 3515-R 

SHOOTING 
STAR KITE 


MODEL 6500 

FREESTYLER 


MODEL 4510-R 

45' OVER THE 
RAINBOW 


MODEL 525 

25' NYLON 
RAINBOW 
DRAGON 


Formerly Llumar Star Kites 


3519 Caribeth, Encino, California 91436, (213) 988-6636 


MODEL 525/ 25 FOOT NYLON RAINBOW 
DRAGON: All nylon fabric with 3 graphic 
designs (Fantasy Balloon, Butterfly Woman, 
Ghost Ships) printed 6 colors. Tail is 7 color 
repeat pattern of sky, clouds and 
rainbows. Packaged in poly bag 
with full color header. 


MODEL 4510-R/ 45 FOOT OVER THE 
RAINBOW: Mylar® head printed 6 colors with 
illustration of balloons soaring past a rainbow 
filled sky. Mylar® tail is multi color stripes. 
Packaged in 5 color poly bag. 


MODEL 1000/ FLYING SPOOL: High impact 
plastic spools (Red, Blue or YpNnw) with 500 feet 
of 20 lb. nylon flying line.^/^ 
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* 1979 Spectra Star Kites 


*WE SELL THE GUNTHER KITES AT 
THE LOWEST PRICES IN THE 
UNITED STATES AND CANADA 

FANTASTIC NEW CATALOG AVAILABLE. 

JUST BRIDLE THIS BEAUTIFUL BROCHURE AND FLY IT! 
SEND US $1.50 FOR PRINTING AND MAILING COSTS. 
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Jalbert’s biggest, a 20 x 20-foot Parafoil, powered by 25-knot 
winds in Ocean City, MD. It tosses men about like toys, but a 
careful crew led by G. William Tyrrell, Jr., of Willow Grove, PA, 
manages to control the kite with everything short of whips and 
chairs. Tied to a 6000-lb. truck, parked sideways, it drags the truck. 
Tracks are carved in the sand. The kite wins the $200 prize for 
Strongest Pulling Kite— and wins the hearts of spectators and 
participants as well. The Parafoil was only one of the breathtaking 
spectacles at Ocean City, as seen in further detail on pages 22-23. 
Photograph by Theodore L. Manekin. 
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Quarterly Journal of the American Kitefliers 
Association. Copyright ©Verve Enterprises, 
Inc. 1979. Reproduction in any form, in 
whole or in part, is strictly prohibited without 
prior written consent of the publisher. 

Kite Lines is the comprehensive international 
journal of kiting and the only magazine of its 
kind in America. It is jointly published by 
Fishergate Publishing Co., Inc., of Annapolis, 
MD, and Verve Enterprises, Inc., with edito- 
rial offices at 7106 Campficld Road, Balti- 
more, MD 21207, USA, telephone: (301) 
484-6287. Kite Lines is on file in the libraries 
of the National Air and Space Museum, Smith- 
sonian; the National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Sciences Administration; the National Geo- 
graphic; and the University of Notre Dame’s 
Sports and Games Research Collection. 

Founder: Robert M. Ingraham 
Publishers . Fishergate Publishing Co., Inc., 
and Verve Enterprises, Inc. 

Editor : Valerie Govig 
Business Consultant: Kalman lllyefalvi 
Circulation/ Reader Services: Judith Faecher 
Design Consultant: Weston Phipps 
British Correspondents: Ron Moulton and 
Clive C. O. Rawlinson 
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Kite associations and clubs and chapters of 
AKA are located around the U.S. and the 
world. Kite Lines works for and with all of 
them and maintains an updated file on 
them. Write for information about your 
nearest group. 

Subscriptions to Kite Lines: One year 
(4 issues), $9.00; two years (8 issues), $17.00. 
Single copies of current or back issues arc 
available @ $2.50 ($3.00 overseas) from 
America’s finest kite shops or the journal 
offices. Postage outside the U.S., its posses- 
sions and Canada is $1.00 per year additional. 
Air mail rates for foreign mailings are $3.00 
per year additional for Latin America; $5.00 
per year additional for Europe and Israel; and 
$7.00 per year additional for all other 
countries. All foreign drafts must be in U.S. 
dollars through a U.S. bank or the post office. 

Change of Address: Attach or copy mailing 
label in letter, giving new address. If mailing 
label is wrong, please correct it. 


Advertising rate sheet and information is 
available upon request. 

Contributions and correspondence are always 
invited. Enthusiasts who contemplate sending 
substantial material should request our guide- 
lines for writers and photographers. Return of 
unsolicited material cannot be guaranteed 
unless accompanied by ample stamps and 
envelope, self-addressed. Accuracy of contents 
of Kite Lines is the responsibility of individual 
contributors. Diverse views presented in Kite 
Lines are not necessarily those of the editor 
or of the American Kitefliers Association. 

Closing Dates for advertising, articles and 
news are: Feb. 1 for Spring; May 1 for 
Summer; Aug. 1 for Fall; Nov. 1 for Winter. 

Postmaster: Second class postage paid at Balti- 
more, Maryland. If undcliverable, please send 
address change Form 3579 to Kite Lines, 

7106 Campfield Road, Baltimore, MD 21207. 
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Introducing the beautiful . . . 

GRANDMASTER KITE 


the ultimate 
state-of-the-art in 
single-line maneuverable 
and fighting kites. 

t 

♦♦♦♦♦ 

♦♦♦♦♦ 

* 

All designs copyright ^GRANDMASTER KITES 1977 


One-of-a-kind works of art. Each Grandmaster 
Kite is individually hand-crafted and hand-painted 
by a master kitemaker and flight-tested by a master 
kiteflier. The color combinations of each design vary, 
and new designs are constantly being added to the 
collection. To maintain quality control, our present 
production is limited to 3000 kites per year. 

But the real joy of a Grandmaster Kite is in the 
flying. When you get it up and are its master, you will 
exult in its power— its gentleness — its instant response 
to your will and artistry —its glorious colors and design 
enhanced by its beauty of motion. Indian Champion 
kitefliers have already pronounced the Grandmaster to 
be the most responsive kite ever made, superior to the 
fine-tuned fighter kites made in India. But because 
each kite is made of Mylar™, with a bow of fiberglass 
rod and a spine of graded cedar, Grandmaster Kites 
are as nearly indestructible as technology permits. 

The Grandmaster is produced in two models: the 
Competition and the Fast. For the experienced flier, the 
Competition or the Fast will cover all wind conditions. 
For the novice flier we suggest beginning with the 
Fast, then stepping up to the Competition when his or 
her skills are developed. The two models are the same 
in size (24x29") and appearance. Only the speed of 
response varies. 

The price: $18.00, plus $3.50 per kite for shipping 
via UPS, insured (Air Freight east of the Miss.). Draw 
crowds— create excitement — order your Grandmaster 
Kite today! 


To order, fill out form and send today to: 

GRANDMASTER™ KITES Note: Shipping charges apply to 

P.O. Box 12377 Holladay Park Station USA and Canada only. For foreign 

Portland, Oregon 97212 orders, please remitt in US dollars and 

(Telephone: 503-233-9158) add $l2.00 for Parcel Post Air Freight. 


Dear Sirs: Please send me the following GRANDMASTER™ KITE(s): (Please Print) 


Quantity 

Fast or 
Competition 

Symmetrical or 
asymmetrical 
design preference 

^Regular 

price 

each $18.00 

^Custom 
order price 
each $28.00 

Total 

price 














$3.50 shipping, handling and insurance, per kite 


[[J Grandmaster recommended line, 3-ply Q Grandmaster recommended 

waxed linen, 1000 feet, $5.00 + 75< shipping. reel, $2.75 + 75< shipping. 

Total 


Enclosed is my □ check or □ money order made payable to Grandmaster Kites. 

NAME 

ADDRESS — 

CITY STATE ZIP 

■ Regular orders will receive one of the illustrated designs or a new design. 

^To custom order a specific design or specific colors, include $10.00 each in addition to the 
regular charge and expect a delay in shipping time. 




Grandmaster Kites are sold with an 
unconditional guarantee (providing the 
kite has not been mistreated). If your 
Grandmaster does not come up to all of 
your expectations, just return the kite 
to us within 30 days for a total refund 
of your $18.00. 


letters 


FLAK FOR STEVE FLACK 

I am writing about the article on altitude 
flying by Steven Flack [Spring 1979 Kite 
Lines] . 1 personally for the past eight years 
have been experimenting with same type 
kites and lines, and 1 would like to point 
out: where the kites Mr. Flack tied to the 
main line at 1 Vz miles apart (round num- 
bers 7800 feet), my findings have been 
that after 1000 feet of line the kite would 
go out more than up, and at 1500 feet 1 
would have to add another kite. 

1 also found that it didn’t mean that 
the first kite was the highest; 1 have had 
10 kites at 1000-foot intervals (nylon line) 
where #1 kite was lower than #5. 
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Another one of my findings is: don’t 
tie into monofilament; it may seem to 
hold, but when there is any break it surely 
will be at the knot. Also if 1 tie three four- 
foot deltas on a main monofilament line 
in an eight mile-per-hour breeze, they will 
surely break 25-lb. test line at the knot. 

1 also doubt that one could see a four- 
foot delta 12 miles away. I use my 7x-15x 
zoom binoculars and have difficulty spot- 
ting them at 7000 feet. (Perhaps my eyes 
are getting too old.) 

I doubt very much that this altitude 
[37,908 feet was claimed] was reached. 
I am not doubting that the trigonometry 
formula figures are correct. 

John Mattesini 
Lakeland, FL 

To Steve Flack: An article in Kite Lines 
[Summer 1977, page 19] reads as follows: 
PROPOSED STANDARDS FOR MULTI- 
KITEFLYING, WORLD RECORD CLASS 
[Proposal 3] : All kites must be retrieved. Kites 
lost or impaired in flight do not count. 

Your line snapped. All seven kites and 
miles of line were lost. Count this as an 
attempt, not a new record. Next time use 
stronger line, graduated in strength. 

Henry H. Boutwell 
New Orleans, LA 

Ed: Both of the above letters raise some 
important points , but we believe that Mr. 
Flack *s methods were at least as well docu- 


mented as any previously printed in the 
Guinness Book of World Records. The 
standards that were proposed in this jour- 
nal have yet to be officially adopted by 
any authoritative body. Also those stan- 
dards applied to multikiteflying a quantity 
effort , rather than to a performance effort 
which might be achieved by a train or a 
single kite. We hope publication of Mr. 
Flack's attempt will stimulate further de- 
bate and help evolve the definitive stan- 
dards that are needed in the complex area 
of kiteflying records. 

REVIEW DISPUTED 

Thank you, Curtis Marshall, for your high 
and lengthy praise of the Flexifoil [Spring- 
Summer 1978 Kite Lines]. 

I was pleased to meet the unstoppable 
Mr. Marshall and family while visiting the 
Nags Head (NC) kite fly in July, 1978. 

Curtis and family have made some re- 
markably powerful and very airworthy 
compound delta-Conyne kites and also a 
number of their own “Flexifoils,” some 
displaying beautifully colorful use of spin- 
naker nylon. Please note, however, that 
the undesirable “flapping motion” which 
Curtis describes in his review I think must 
be a trait peculiar to his own designs as 
the genuine Flexifoils do not do this ex- 
cept perhaps when very wet. 

Curtis has discovered how difficult it 
is to reproduce the smooth characteristics 
of the production Flexifoil, and, biased 
though my point of view may be, I feel I 
should warn enthusiasts that to achieve 
these characteristics, the design of both 
the envelope and the spar are critical. 

This said, I am sure nothing will daunt 
you, Curtis. Thank you, and keep flying the 
foils; you’re a great advertisement for us! 

Andrew W. Jones 
Co-Designer of the Flexifoil 
Hertfordshire, England 

Curtis Marshall answers: 

Just to keep it all straight: the tests 
and observations reported by me in Kite 
Lines were made using Flexifoil kites 
manufactured by your company and 
carrying the Flexifoil name. Yes, they 
were early ones, and it would appear that 
more recent samples do have less tendency 
to flap than the earlier ones did. 

I want to thank you for awakening my 
interest in your Flexifoil design. Since 
that time I have had the pleasure of con- 


structing a number of variations and modi- 
fications on the one-stick format and, as 1 
suggested previously, a whole family of 
designs appears to be in gestation in wide- 
ly scattered areas. 

Curtis Marshall 
Baltimore, MD 

IT’S AGELESS 

For what it is worth— here is a photograph 
of my parents, Mr. and Mrs. Arthur M. 
Lowenthal, flying one of Mr. Rogallo’s 
Corner Kites. They are, from left to right, 
85 and 91 years young. 

Arthur E. Lowenthal 
Rochester, NY 



LET’S HEAR IT FOR TISSUE PAPER! 

I would like to compliment you on a won- 
derful publication. 

But you have in my opinion neglected 
the most versatile and least expensive kite 
material of all, tissue paper. If one is on a 
limited budget and cannot afford Tyvek® 
or nylon, tissue paper just can’t be beat. 
As to strength, some of the kites I have 
made of this material are the parachute 
kite, the Bullet and the Parafoil, all of 
which pull very hard. Usually the only 
way that I lose a tissue paper kite is if the 
string breaks. To illustrate, I recently flew 
a tissue paper Bullet in a 3 5 -mile-per-hour 
wind with no trouble at all. 

One of my favorite aspects of this ma- 
terial is the ease of repair. For example, 
while flying a parachute kite my 30-lb.- 
test line broke and the kite was torn in 
half by a tree limb. Upon freeing the kite 
only five minutes passed before it was 
taped back together and flying again. Let’s 
see any cloth kite do that. Also if the 
string breaks you can stand by calmly in- 
stead of running around like a maniac be- 
cause you have $20 tied up in fabric. On 
the average the largest tissue kites only 
cost about 25^ for material. 

For safety, if a tissue paper kite is 
fouled in power lines or any other danger- 
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FLYING DELIGHTS by 



S77M TTONAIR ENGINEERING • i0859 Porta/ Drcue • Los Alamitos, California 90720 (714) 761-1911 




PARAFOIL 


JALBERT PARAFOIL, America’s favorite high-performance 
kite. Completely “soft:’ no sticks, stiffened by the wind itself. 
Spectacular 7.5 square feet, stows compactly in pocket-size 
8"x10" nylon pouch, the ideal kite for travellers, boaters. 
W&ghs less than a pound with 500' of 1 00 lb. test braided nylon 
kiteline. Multi-color ripstop nylon construction for lifetime 
enjoyment 40.00 

PARAFOIL only (no line or pouch) . , 35.00 

Optional drogue for Jalbert Parafoil 4.00 

DISTRESS SIGNAL KITE for boaters and hikers, special 
parafoil in solid-color international orange ripstop nylon, with 
matching pouch and kiteline 40.00 

Optional drogue for Distress Signal Kite 4.00 





STRIPED OKD 


SPORTSKITE 


CARRYALL 


FLIGHTUBE 


MINIFOIL, vest pocket version of the "soft” kite, packed with 
line in its own drogue/pouch. Ideal for back-packers and 
sailors. Kite itself weighs less than an ounce, folds to 7" x 2 ',' 
made of orange spinnaker cloth, line included 17.50 

OPEN KEEL DELTA. A new type of delta kite with a pres- 
surized open keel to provide ramjet effect and to prevent 
stalling, extraordinarily stable. Carefully tailored in colorful 
ripstop nylon, 60" wingspan 19.50 

Smaller model of OKD kite, 38" wingspan 16.00 

HUMMERKITE, our smaller OKD equipped with a fiberglass 
spreader bar with a Mylar hummer to buzz like a bee or purr like 
a kitten in the wind. Made of red ripstop nylon with tapered open 
keel 18.00 

STRIPED OPEN KEEL DELTA. Our ramjet keel kite in 
brilliant multi-color stripes, exclusively ours, in predominately 
red. orange, hot pink, royal blue and bright green 60" 

wingspan 24.00 

with 500 feet of twisted nylon kiteline 25.50 

SPORTSKITE, the latest in our line of "soft” kites, a 
self-stiffened sled with no sticks to break. Like the Minifoil it 
folds up into it’s own tiny drogue /pouch to fit in pocket, purse 
or backpack. As supporting cells are open at both ends, it is 
easy to recover in water, ideal for boaters or as fishing kite 
Tailored in attention-getting orange and yellow ripstop nylon 
spinnaker cloth, for emergency use as distress signal Packed 
with line 17.50 

BEN FRANKLIN sled kite, with reproduction of a fine 
engraving of America’s most famous kiteflier. Tailored in 
TYVEK spunbonded Olefin, the new DuPont non-woven 
fabric 5.00 

Kiteline SKEINER, the ideal system for flying light and medium 
size kites. Imported Finnish birch plywood contoured to let out 
or bring in a yard at a time with a twist of the wrist . . 3.00 

FLIGHTUBE kit, preferred by many for controlling medium to 
large kites. Special fiber tube 4’/* inches in diameter by 12 
inches long, with nylon tote bag 3.00 

KITE CARRYALL, new design with the best features of the old 
Carrier and Carryall, increased capacity and convenience. 
Zippered red nylon pack-cloth, 6" diameter by 50" long with 
black nylon webbing shoulder straps 17.00 

Braided nylon KITELINE, 100 lb. test for parafoils and other 
heavy kites, 500 foot roll 5.00 

Twisted nylon KITELINE, 35 lb. test, 500 foot roll .... 1.60 

MINI-INSTRUCTIONAL PACKET of 40 easy-to-assemble, 
easy-to-flv kites with 5 page teacher’s guide, for school 
classes, Cub Scouts, Brownies, etc All you need are scis- 
sors, tape and string 5.95 plus .30 postage /handling in 
Continental U.S. 

We also make America’s most unique ADVERTISING 
PREMIUM KITES in biodegradable paper and plastic, with 
your own design or imprinted with your logo. Write on your 
business letterhead for samples and prices. 


Available at fine department and specialty stores and in kite shops from coast to coast, or 
direct from THE KITE FACTORY. Add $1.50 per order packing, shipping and insurance for 
U.S. and Canada. Washington State residents add sales tax. 





Post Office Box 9081, Seattle, Washington 98109 


Letters . . 


. Continued from page 6 


ous place, the kite will tear itself apart be- 
fore causing any damage. This also pre- 
vents youngsters from injury or possible 
death from trying to save a kite that 
stayed in one piece. 

So let’s hear it for tissue paper. It’s 
been around for a few thousand years. 
Let’s make sure this unique material is 
around for a few thousand more. 

Brad Hohenbrink 
Delphos, OH 


PINING FOR FELLOW FLIERS 

Re: Organization of the Piney Mountain 
Air Force— are you an experimentally ori- 
ented kiteflier who lives in or conveniently 
near Charlottesville / Albemarle County, 
VA— “Mr. Jefferson’s Country”? If so, 
would you enjoy participating in semi- 
monthly informal Saturday afternoon 
kiteflies from a privately owned kite-pad 
located in the Piney Mountain / Advance 
Mills/RuckersviUe area? If interested, write 
and tell us about your kite interests and 
something about yourself. Include a self- 
addressed , stamped envelope (SASE) if 
you desire return information. Write to: 
Guy D. Aydlett 
P. O. Box 7304 
Charlottesville, VA 22906 


Jacksonville, FL, has some great places to 
fly, good weather and two kite specialty 
shops; the only thing that Jacksonville 
lacks is a place and time when kitefliers 
can get together to shoot the breeze. It 
must be great to have an active club where 
new people can be introduced, new ideas 
traded, group projects tried. I am working 
with others in Jacksonville who would 
like to see a local kite club formed. If 
other readers of Kite Lines would like to 
step forward, I would be very interested 
to hear from you. 1 would also be pleased 
to have any suggestions other clubs can 
make about how to get a club going. 
Please call or write to me. 

Roger D. Curry 
2321 Camden Avenue 
Jacksonville, FL 32207 
904-398-1335 


In response to the recent proliferation of 
kite clubs (at least 35 are now active), Kite 
Lines has printed a compact leaflet , “On 
Forming a Kite Club/* for people who 
want companionship in the field. The leaf- 
let includes tips and ideas drawn from 
several kite clubs plus information about 
services available to clubs from Kite Lines. 
The leaflet is free (though we do appre- 
ciate those self-addressed stamped enve- 
lopes). Interested? Just ask. 



DOUBLE-HIGH FLYING 

Enclosed are photos of my J-7.5 Parafoil 
on Mt. Shasta, California, at 11,000 feet. 

D. E. Vanderhoof 
Sacramento, CA 

AIRING AIR RIGHTS 

Recently local police reprimanded two 
boys for flying in a local park and alleged- 
ly interfering with light aircraft. I myself 
while flying a Jalbert J-15 at 2500 feet 
had the same experience. The skies of the 
Pacific Northwest are dotted with light 
aircraft and I can sympathize with the 
folks in Seattle! [Concern for safe kiting 
practices there produced over-reaction 
that boomeranged and risked a total ban.] 
Possibly Kite Lines could devote portions 
of an issue to defining the rights of kite- 
fliers, before we get involved with a city 
attorney, since that may be like taking 
swimming lessons from a drowning man! 

Marshal Sandler 
Salem, OR 

HIGH TIMES IN THE LOW COUNTRY 

In summer ’78 the Dutch Kite Society 
(Nederlands Vlieger Gezelschap) was 
founded. The Dutch Kite Society (DKS) 
wants to bring together real kite enthusi- 
asts in Holland. DKS is going to organize 
kite-ins for relaxed kiteflying and meeting 
other kitefliers. 

The DKS guiding principle is fun in 
kite-designing, -making and -flying. “Mem- 
ber” will be anybody attending kite meet- 
ings of DKS and who leaves his address. 
Addresses are collected and spread to 
stimulate local kite contacts. 

The DKS will make up the Dutch kite 
calendar and arrange contacts with foreign 
kite organizations. We hope to send you 
our news in the future. 

Ton Oostveen 
Nijmegen, Holland 


THE MISSING PAGES MYSTERY 
Yesterday I was painting my front bed- 
room and when my wife mentioned to 
me that my Spring ’79 Kite Lines journal 
arrived, I dropped my paint brush and 
started to read it from front cover to back. 
To my surprise, I found that several pages 
were missing and the story on the Tokyo 
Kite Museum kept me in suspense. 

I wonder if you could do me a big 
favor by sending me another copy. I keep 
a complete file of all the copies received. 

Warren Zane 

Honolulu, HI 

Several of our more alert readers inquired 
about those missing pages (31 through 34). 
Ready for a horror story ? One of our ad- 
vertisers, Llumar Star Kites, had sent us 
preprinted four-page color inserts to fill 
those pages. The entire magazine was 
printed and ready to be stapled and 
trimmed when the printer told us he had 
inadvertently destroyed the inserts! The 
printer was willing to reprint them, but 
we were unwilling to add extra days to 
the printing schedule. We preferred to 
leave that error in and get the magazine 
out sooner. Special thanks go to Frank 
Alonso, President of Llumar Star Kites, 
for subordinating his company's interests 
to the general welfare of this magazine. 

P.S. The page 30 footnote referring to 
the Tokyo Kite Museum should have led to 
page 26, not page 34. (That slip was ours.) 


Readers are encouraged to reply to letters, 
and we will route them to appropriate par- 
ties whenever possible. Address letters to 
Kite Lines, “Letters," 7106 Campfield 
Road, Baltimore, MD 21207. All letters 
become the property of Kite Lines. The 
editor may edit letters for publication. 
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What's New: 

Kites, Dooks, Sundries 



FLYING LINES (RED, ET AL) 

There are little kites and there are big kites; 
there are still kites and there are bubbly 
kites— yes, there are kites to match each 
liking. There are, however, a few basic 
concepts which are common to most suc- 
cessful commercial kites. Tal Streeter has 
designed for Sky works® a kite of modest 
size which appears to answer those basic 
concepts better than most. 

From the kite owner’s viewpoint, a 
good kite should be easily transported; 
this one folds into a 10 x 12" envelope 
which can be packed readily into a suit- 
case or carried under an arm. There must 
be ease of assembly; this kite needs no 
assembly— one merely has to pull it from 
the envelope, attach a line and fly. The 
kite must be able to withstand physical 
insult from both humans and nature; this 
kite is almost indestructible— all rip-stop 
nylon, all hemmed, and the struts are 
resilient plastic— nothing to break. Finally, 
the price should be reasonable in relation 
to the quality; this one costs $18. 

It is the Flying Line’s appearance that 
makes it unusual. The design is a derivative 
of the cobra or “dragon” kite, but it has a 
rectangular head, about 9 x ll n , using a 
non-connected “I” type frame; the three 
struts slide into channels sewn into the 
head. The tail is a 10-foot long continua- 
tion of the same width as the head and 
has no taper. At the end of the tail is 
sewn a short section of the fabric in con- 
trasting color, like an exclamation point 
at the end of a long, flowing statement. 

This is a moderate-wind kite, good for 
the beach, and not for the lightest breezes. 
Even in a relatively steady air flow the kite 
is quite active, its flying stability due en- 
tirely to the weight and drag of the tail. 
As is pointed out by a slip of paper en- 
closed in the kite’s bag, the Line can be 
stabilized for flying in stronger winds if 
the lower cross strut is removed. This will 
allow a dihedral to develop in the head 
and so provide more stability and a bit 
higher angle of elevation. 

One senses that this kite is intended to 
delight on its own special terms. It has an 
extreme simplicity that offers at once ele- 
gance and innocence of effect. It suggests 
a new mood for kiteflying, that of sophis- 


ticated play. Knowing the kite is designed 
by a well-known sculptor (whose Flying 
Red Lines are legend, though these kites 
come in a variety of colors), the kiteflier 
finds his or her perception of the kite 
altered. Streeter’s intention seems not 
just to produce another kite, but to bring 
fine art to Everyman. 

Nevertheless, it is only fair to alert Kite 
Lines readers, many of whom value per- 
formance above other features in a kite, 
that this kite is not outstanding in all res- 
pects, in particular as to its wind range 
and its angle of flight. It’s a rather busy 
kite, too-not for stability lovers. Yet it 
has an engaging personality if not pre- 
judged. It commands attention from both 
the flier and spectators as it writes its 
own special signature in the air. 

This is a fine kite and should be well 
accepted by those enamored of long- 
tailed cobras and by those who are just 
in the process of expanding their kite ho- 
rizons. Here is a well-designed, beautifully 
made, practical and durable kite to take 
along for the child in all of us. 

C.M./V.G./M.G. 

THE WINGED VICTORY 

Warren O. (Stormy) Weathers is branch- 
ing out from reels to kites. His efforts to 
get reliable models for kite fishing have 
resulted in a practical high-performance 
flier, the Winged Victory. It is aptly named, 
for the kite has already swept up prizes 


impressively in several kite contests. 

In flight the performance is similar to 
the Flare or the Bullet-except that the 
Winged Victory flies in winds up to 15 
knots (at least) without a tail or drogue. 
Its surprising stability comes from the 
double dihedral formed by the wings and 
sled and the excellent leading edge design 
that eliminates the flapping characteristic 
of many sleds. 

Since the introduction of the first 
models, a vertical spreader stick has been 
added which makes possible a high-start 
launch without assistance at those times 
when the wind is above the tree tops. It 
also does away with collapsing in light 
wind situations and allows very con- 
trolled “pumping” into the upper winds. 

An ingenious touch is the “quiver” 
(fashioned from a golf bag liner) in which 
the kite is shipped, sold and finally carried 
to the field. We found the instructions 
and ease of assembly both excellent. The 
price is good, too, at about $10 in the 
plastic version. A signed, appliqued rip- 
stop nylon model is about $100 retail. 

All in ail, this kite, which looks a little 
like a WWII Corsair fighter plane, with its 
gull wings, is a fine addition to a kiter’s 
bag. Its only drawback is its very home- 
made look resulting from the use of drab 
polyethylene and drabber tape. This 
makes it potentially a point-of-sale dud, 
as compared to the beauteous multicolor 
designs being packaged and marketed for 


DATA CHART 



Dimensions 

Weight 

Materials 

P 

AT 

ED 

EWV 

AF 

SL 

Delta (Cloud 
Pleasers) 

64x120" 

20.5 oz. 

rip-stop nylon, 
fiberglass tube 

E 

3 min. 

E 

5-25 

65-75° 

N 

Delta-Conyne 72x1 20" 
(Cloud Pleasers) 

40 oz. 

rip-stop nylon, 
fiberglass tube 

E 

5 min. 

E 

7-25 

60-80° 

N 

Rainbow Stun ter 24x25" 

2 oz. ea. 

rip-stop nylon, 
aluminum tube 

E 

3 min. 

E 

7-25 

0-60° 

I 

Winged Victory 

28x48" 

2.75 oz. 

polyethylene, 

dowels 

E 

1 min. 

G 

3-20 

65-75° 

N 

Flying Line 
(Sky works) 

9x11" + 
9"xl0» tail 

2 oz. 

rip-stop nylon, 
plastic 

E 

0 min. 

E 

8-12* 

30-45° 

N 


*8-16 with lower stick removed 


Code: P=Portability; AT=Assembly Time (on field); ED=Est. Durability; EWV=Est. Wind Velocity 
(min.-max. mph); AF=Angle of Flight; SL=Skill Level: N=Novice, I=Intermediate, S=Skilled 
Ratings: P=Poor, F=Fair, G=Good, VG=Very Good, E=Excellent 
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New at Go Fly A Kite — 

Tal Streeter!! 


Well-known sculptor/kite maker Tal Streeter has come out with a frisky new challenge 
in kite flying. Combining the dynamically active kite and the stability of the conventional 
dragon Tal has created a beautiful 11-foot ribbon of color to fit your changing fancy. Made 
of durable rip stop nylon it is available in bright kelly green, royal blue, buttery yellow, 
international orange, white, black and Streeter red— all with a contrasting color tail stripe. 

$18.00 plus $2.00 shipping and handling. Flying line on spool, $3.00. Go Fly a 
Kite, Inc. 1434 Third Avenue, New York City, New York, 10028. 212-988-8885. Please 
state first and second color choice. Allow 3-4 weeks for delivery. 

Wholesale inquiries only: SKYWORKS Old Verbank Road, Millbrook, New York 


12545. 



YOUR BEST REEL ALTERNATIVES 


Before you buy a kite reel, decide on the features you want. Check the features and prices of the various makes. Compare 
them with the features and prices of the W. 0. Weathers & Sons reels. When all comparisons have been made, ask yourself 
the following question: WHO OFFERS THE BEST REEL ALTERNATIVES? 

MULTI-WINCH™ NO. 7 FEATURES 


Uniquely angled handgrip that permits you to hold a hard- 
pulling kite comfortably. 

Auxiliary crank that gives you a 2:1 mechanical advantage 
over the kite. The crank slips easily into your pocket when 
the regular winding knob is used. 

Heavy duty spool holds a mile or more of 30 lb test mono- 
filament line. Smooth flanges on the spool permit you to 
spill line over the side (as does a spinning reel) for 
smooth, fastest possible payout. Retrieval speed is well 
above average. 


Drag brake that you can hold for a light drag or set for a 
full lock. 

Wrist cord that keeps the kite from snatching the reel 
away. Cord also slips over your belt or other anchor for 
hands-off flying. 

Hardwood sidebeam permits easy attachment of your pet 
idea (line guide, pullup rod, etc.). 

Compact design with extremely good strength /weight 
ratio. 

Easy spool changing (buy extra spools for fast line 
changes). 



PRICE COMPLETE: $24.50. 

Extra spool No. 7S (with crank anchors) $7.50 


PRICE $16.50 (without crank anchors and auxiliary crank 
as shown). 


Replacement crank No. 7C $8.00 


Extra spool No. 7P (without crank anchors) $6.00 


SOME MORE REEL ALTERNATIVES FOR YOU 

We make eight additional models of reels, including the popular MONO-WINCH*^ No. 6F kitefishing reel and the twin- 
spool TWINGLE for dual-line kites. These inexpensive reels are now stocked in kite stores in Anchorange, Alaska; Atlantic 
Beach, Florida; Winslow, Maine; Vista, California; and many points in between. If you can't find the reel you want in your 
local kite store, feel free to write us for descriptions and prices of our other eight reel alternatives. All inquiries speedily 
answered. 

NOTES 


All of our reels are made from recycled spools. Handgrips on the MULTI-WINCH are 3.5" between flanges. Extra-large 
hands won't fit unless the inner grip flange is cut off. 


Address all orders & Correspondence to: 
W. O. Weathers & Sons 
17707 S. E. Howard St. 

A Milwaukie, OR. 97222 

Trade Mark of W. O. Weathers & Sons. 


All shipments postpaid in the U. S.; 
money orders bring faster service. 
No COD. 


What's New 

. . .Continued from page 10 

maximum eye-appeal in stores where per- 
sonal sales effort cannot always be spared 
for each customer. The question is: can a 
homely but fine-flying kite from a small 
town in Oregon make it out into the big 
sky from the wall or shelf of a sophisti- 
cated kite shop? We hope so. 

M.G./A.P.I. 

CLOUD PLEASERS INDEED 
The new company Cloud Pleasers, formed 
by John Rausch, began in a grand fashion, 
building the delta-Conyne design perfected 
by Curtis Marshall (with his permission). 
From the beginning these kites were built 
for performance, permanence and dramat- 
ic display. Models feature strong, light- 
weight fiberglass tube members, rip-stop 
nylon covers, leather spreader pockets and 
the finest workmanship I have seen in com- 
mercial kites of any size. In its first year 
of business, Cloud Pleasers has settled on 
two kites, a delta-Conyne of approximate- 
ly 41 square feet in area, and a rainbow- 
sectioned delta of about 32 square feet in 
area— 12-foot wing span, 5 -foot chord. 
Both the delta-Conyne and the delta are 
made to roll up and store compactly in 
their own color-coordinated carrying bags, 


included. The assembly instructions are 
clear and subsequent assemblies can be 
easily and quickly done without reference. 

Flying a Cloud Pleaser kite is a little 
like driving a new Cadillac or Lincoln. 
Compared to other kites you have flown, 
the quality is immediately sensed in the 
ease of launching, the strong but not over- 
powering pull, the predictable response to 
wind changes and the almost disappointing 
stability. In a steady breeze, you can tie 
off your kite and step back to admire it. 

All this quality is not without a price. 
At retail, the delta-Conyne is about $150 
and the delta is about $120. In my opinion 
they are worth the ticket, for they could 


only be duplicated by the best kite maker 
with many hours of study and labor and 
the costly materials that make these kites 
the value they are. 

M.G./A.P.I. 

THE RAINBOW STUNT KITES 

These kites first caught my eye (and a 
whole bunch of other eyes) at the Grand 
National Kite Festival in Ocean City, MD, 
last fall, where they were flown by their 
talented maker, Steve Edeiken. Since then 
I have seen them flown on several occa- 
sions. We finally got the right combination 
of time and wind to test-fly them and find 
for ourselves that these stunters are differ- 




Sgloud 


Soar in the clouds with one of the 
finest handcrafted kites available 
Ripstop Nylon and the best 
materials mean strength and 
durability. For the serious 
kiteflier. 

26304 Forest Vista Dr 
Clarksburg, Maryland 
20734 


(301)253-3908 


^leasers 



RAINBOW KITE CO. • 26 PARK AVE. • VENICE, CA. 90291 • 213/396-8096 

Sett ot tke fVwt 



RAINBOW STUNT KITE 
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ent. Since Peter Powell started the trend, 
a parade of stunter copies has come to 
market and not every example has been 
top quality. The Rainbow Stunters, 
though, are well made, of lightweight rip- 
stop nylon equipped with aluminum alloy 
tubes and fittings especially designed to 
connect the kites in train. Because of 


their smaller size, lighter weight and pre- 
cision construction, they can be flown in 
trains of 6 or 12 without dragging the 
flier across the field. In addition, their 
brilliant colors (flowing down their match- 
ing tails) and speedy response to the flier’s 
commands (drawing perfect squares in 
the sky, for example) make these kites 
the equal to the most demanding skills. 

Again, these kites cost. At about $20 


each, they aren’t peanuts. Once you’ve 
plunged, however, and trained on one 
kite, you’ll want more— as if they were 
peanuts. Your addiction could increase as 
you add more kites, then more skills, in 
an almost indefinite build-up of “toler- 
ance.” The cost in the long run might be 
considered slight in comparison to some 
undesirable addictions. In other words, 
gasping crowds are good for you. 

M.G./A.P.I. 



DINESH BAHADUR’S BOOK 

Come Fight a Kite , by Dinesh Bahadur 
(Harvey House, Publishers, 1978), 56 
pages, $5.95; paperback $3.95. 

Anyone who knows Dinesh, the champ- 
ion class kite fighter and successful kite 
retailer of San Francisco, will expect his 
book to exude some of the glamour of 
the man, along with in-depth information 
on fighting as a special aspect of kiting. 
But somehow this book misses the boat. 

A slip attached to my review copy said, 
“Grades 5-up.” In addition, the large size 
of the typeface gives away the publisher’s 
intent to slant this book to children. Is 
kite fighting appropriate to that market? 

The procrustean editing alots the first 


third of the book to oversimplified his- 
tory, aerodynamics and categories of kites 
(Dinesh comes up with four: box, keel- 
guided, frameless and flat). Finally the 
book gets to India’s fighter kites, how to 
prepare them for flight and how to fly 
and fight them. Much of this 1 found thin 
and elementary. One feels sure Dinesh 
knows more. The many photographs used 
(all black-and-white except for the cover) 
are poorly selected— many are fuzzy, repe- 
titious or posed-looking. 

Here and there Dinesh’s voice comes 
through with a sense of excitement: “You 
should fly your kite. It should not fly 
you.” And: “The bridle is the kite’s brain ” 
But also: “Any balanced two-stick kite 


can be flown without a tail and without 
wind.” (This exaggerated standard seems 
especially heartless for a children’s book.) 
Dinesh has some good rules for safe flying, 
though he fails to warn of the specific 
person-threatening nature of maneuver- 
able kites. The appendix is out-of-date 
and full of errors. As the carelessness adds 
up, the book (the only one in print on 
kite fighting) becomes disappointing both 
as information and as an object of style. 
The subject needs more. A work with rich, 
probing observation of the sport’s ethnic 
roots, illustrated with well-selected photos 
and presented with authoritative clarity 
to an adult audience could have been done. 
Maybe someday Dinesh will do it. V 
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with the greatest gift ever for 
your kite flying friends 
THE COMPLETE BOOK OF 
KITES AND KITE FLYING 
personally autographed by 
author Will Yolen, President 
of the International Kitefliers 
Association and holder of the 
Guinness World Record for 
kite duration of flight. 


Send $4.95 + $1.50 postage 
(NY residents add state tax) 

to: Go Fly a Kite*, Inc. 

1434 Third Ave. 

New York. NY 10028 
(212)988-8885. 


A Kite!! 


Will Yolen 


iy 




If you have enjoyed making and/or flying 
Parafoils, the great originals by Domina 
Jalbert, you’ll be interested to know about 
a variant of the kite which involves sever- 
al changes, permitting it to fly in higher 
winds without a drogue. The changes 
were evolved by Steven Sutton of Toronto 
and are covered by a U.S. patent. 

To make the kite is a fine exercise 
with a sewing machine and isn’t recom- 
mended for anyone not familiar with sew- 
ing two pieces of material together so that 
they both come out exactly on pre-marked 
straight lines. In other words, this kite is 
for sewing machine mavens. 


CUTTING 

Start by marking and cutting out ten 
pieces of lightweight rip-stop nylon, as 
shown in the diagrams. This step is time- 
consuming, but it must be done carefully 
and accurately or the pieces won’t fit to- 
gether properly. It is important to note 
that the back section is five inches longer 
than the front section, in order to form 
scoops at the top of the air channels. 

The next step is cutting out the five 
circular vents in the front section and four 
in the back section. These can be marked 
with a compass and cut out with a hot 
knife or pencil soldering iron. 

STITCHING 

Sewing the pieces together must be done 
in the proper order or you’ll find the sew- 


ing machine somewhere in the middle of 
the ten pieces and no way to get it out! 
Follow the eight numbered steps in order: 

1. Hem: (a) top and bottom edges of 
front and back; (b) top and forward edge 
of three keels; (c) top of five ribs. 

2. With right sides together, pin and stitch 
the long, curved edges of two of the ribs 
to the outside edges of the back. Stitch 
all seams from top to bottom through all 
thicknesses V4 n from first stitching. 

3. Match seam lines and pin and sew the 
remaining ribs to the back. Double stitch 
by sewing the outer raw edge of the seam 
to the kite. 

4. Pin and stitch the center keel to the 
face, hemming the edge of the keel as it 
goes across the center vent. At this point, 
edge stitch the raw edge of the seam to 


GENERAL TIPS 

Lay all pattern pieces on the straight grain 
of the material. The top of the pieces in 
the layout will be at the top (leading edge) 
of the constructed kite. 

Transfer pattern marks to the cut 
pieces. This makes it easier to follow 
seam and hem lines. 

One-half inch is the seam allowance on 
all edges. All seams are double stitched. 

The iron is the fabric kite maker’s ally. 
Be sure to test your iron on scraps. It is 
very easy to melt synthetics. Try the low- 
est setting at which the iron will steam. 
White tissue paper is a good press cloth. 
Hems may be turned by pressing before 
stitching. 

Keel tips should be reinforced before 
the grommets are set in. A bit of iron-on 
patch material or an extra layer of fabric 
firmly stitched in place will do it. 

This kite is bulky to work on. Keep ex- 
tra fabric out away from the needle when 
stitching or it may fold back on itself and 
get into a seam where it doesn’t belong. 

Tireless experimenter Ed Grauel drew up the 
first instructions for the Flow Form ; then kite 
teacher Margaret Greger made the kite and sug- 
gested additions for the finished story. More 
Greger ideas appear in her books ( see Classifieds). 
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for those who are 
high on your list 


KITE LINES ORDER FORM 

Please send Kite Lines to each of the people 
I have listed at the special holiday rates: 

My Name 

Address 

City 

State, Zip 

Please CD enter CD extend my own sub- 
scription at the same special rates. Each new 
subscription starts with the Bonus Annotated 
Kite Bibliography followed by issues of Kite 
Lines as published, unless order specifies to 
start with current issue. 

(1) Send Gift to 

Address 

City_ 

State, Zip 

Sign Gift Card from ‘1 V 

(2) Send Gift to 

Address 

City 

State, Zip , 

Sign Gift Card from “ 

(Use a separate sheet to list additional names.) 

1 enclose check or money order to Kite 
Lines for: 

Gift subscriptions $ 

My subscription 

Foreign postage* 

Back issues: issue 

Qall 4 back issues 

(Send back issues to CD me 
to □ recipient number ,) 


•Surface postage outside USA, its possessions 
& Canada: add $1.00 per one-year subscrip- 
tion. (Air mail rates are given on page 4.) 

Charge to CD Master Charge CD VISA 

Account Number 

Expiration Date 

Signature 

Send order to Kite Lines, 7106 Campfield 
Road, Baltimore, Maryland 21207, USA. 



TOTAL 


for those who arc 
on your list 

put KITE LINES 
in their 
hands! 



a great 
gift 
idea. 




BACK ISSUES $2.50 each or $9 
postpaid* for all the four available 


Internes 


MGstnes 


SPRING 1977: 
Paul Garber— Man 
About Kites at 
the Smithsonian, 
Tal Streeter on 
Heart-Stopping 
Kite Festivals of 
Japan, Making It 
with Marconi, 
Talking Tails, 
Wyatt Brummitt 
on Kite 
Categories 

SUMMER 1977: 
Special issue: 
Kite Trains— 
the End Is Not 
in Sight, with 
background on 
the world record, 
how-to by J ack 
Van Gilder and 
the Van Sant 
Trampoline, plus 
Reviewing the 
Stunters 

FALL 1977: 
Kite Fishing in 
Micronesia and 
the U.S., Kite 
Safety in the 
Headlines, Guate- 
mala’s Soul-Lifting 
Kites, Kite Reels 
Anatomized, Gull 
Delta and 
Vietnamese 
Kite Plans 

WINTER 1977-78: 
The Many 
Facets of the 
Tetrahedrals— 
a Symposium, 
England’s Jubilee 
Year-A Rapture 
of Kites!, How to 
Make Kites with 
Hundreds of 
Kids, Stacked 
Deltas Plans 


TO ORDER: Use the form on the other side. 


NOTE: Sorry, the more recent issues of Kite 
Lines are SOLD OUT and presently unavail- 
able through us. (Some copies may be ob- 
tainable through kite shops.) 

•For foreign air mail, add estimated postage. 



Kftechnotogy 

Reports 


Cutting 
Technique 


A Hew Nylon 



the face of the kite. 

5. With right sides together, sandwich one 
side keel between the side rib and the kite 
face. Stitch. Stitch again !4 M from the 
first stitching. 

6. Match seam lines, pin and sew the sec- 
ond, third and fourth inside ribs to the 
face, double stitching each seam as in 
Step 3. 

7. Pin the remaining keel to the outer rib, 
with right sides together. Wrap the free 
edge of the front around the kite so the 
right side of this edge meets the wrong 
side of the keel. (What you’re doing is 
sewing up a tube, with the whole kite on 
the inside.) Pin all edges together, stitch 
and double stitch. Turn tube right side 
out. Voila! 

8. Sew the bottoms of the front and back 
sections together, except for six inches at 
the center of the trailing edge which is 
left open as a vent. 

BRIDLING AND FLYING 

By now, if all has gone reasonably well, 
your Flow Form should have taken its 
proper shape and requires only bridling. 
Eyelets or grommets should be affixed to 
the three keels at the points marked “X.” 
Bridles should measure at least five feet 
from each keel to the towing point. 

A good way to bridle and allow leeway 
for adjustments is to attach each end of 
an 11 -foot cord to the two outside keels. 
Hold the end points of the two keels to- 
gether and extend the cord to find the 
exact center. Now tie an overhand knot 
into a loop an inch or two from this point. 
Attach another cord about six feet long 
to the center keel, extend it and tie a regu- 
lar overhand knot to the end of the loop 
formed at the center of the cord connect- 
ing the side keels. 

The length of the line to the center 
keel should be about two inches shorter 
than the lines to the side keels, to permit 
the side keels to billow out when filled 
with wind. This two-inch variation may 
differ somewhat with each kite, but can 
readily be adjusted since it is held only by 
a simple overhand knot. 

If you have come this far, you should 
now have a most sophisticated kite which 
will perform stably and reliably in winds 
from 5 to 35 miles per hour without the 
need of a drogue. 

VARIATIONS 

The only trouble now that you’ve finished 
making your Flow Form is that you have 
only a few challenges left to demonstrate 
your kite sewing abilities. One of them, 
though, might be making another Flow 
Form in half size— which happens to be 
one of my favorites. 


By Curtis Marshall 

Among kite makers who use rip-stop 
nylon, it has long been known that “cut- 
ting” the material is most effectively 
done by using a small soldering iron of 
about 40 or 50 watts with a conical point. 
This procedure melts the nylon and so 
“seals” the cut edge and prevents raveling. 
However, metal patterns necessary for use 
with a hot iron are expensive while the 
cheap cardboard patterns have short lives 
as their edges are burned away. Our solu- 
tion to this problem is relatively inexpen- 
sive while providing a neat, accurate and 
very fast job. 

My sons and I make cardboard patterns 
to the dimensions which the finished piece 
will be after it has been hemmed. Along 
each edge of the pattern is noted the 
width of the hem needed for any further 
construction or finishing. On the paper- 
covered table, the pattern is held on the 
nylon cloth by many lead weights placed 
about Vfc-inch from the edges. The card- 
board form is traced onto the nylon with 
a ballpoint pen to show the location of 
the fold of the hem. Then a Teflon® wheel, 
designed for the purpose, is used to guide 
the hot soldering iron along the edge of 
the cardboard pattern while spacing the 
hot cutting tip the desired distance from 
the pattern edge; thus, the material for 
the hem lies outside the traced pattern 
(see drawing). A set of wheels of graduat- 
ed sizes allows one to select the hem 
width desired. Teflon is the material of 
choice because it does not become hot 
during this use and it will not deteriorate 
at the temperature used. 

The wheels are made from H-inch Tef- 
lon sheet. First, a rough disk is sawed to 
about the right shape and somewhat over- 
size and then is drilled and countersunk. 
This provides a funnel-shaped hole which 
is necessary to allow some freedom of 
movement of the soldering iron during 
use. The piece is then mounted in a small 
machine lathe and the outside is cut to 
size (i.e., twice the hem width), leaving a 
Winch thick flange which is then tapered 
at about 10°. The knife edge on the 
flange must be rounded to prevent it 
from catching on the pattern (see photo). 



A Teflon wheel in use with a cardboard 
pattern held on rip-stop nylon by lead weights. 


i i 



Side view drawing of the Teflon wheel. AJ S 
the hole through which the cone-shaped 
tip of the soldering iron fits to both guide the 
wheel and cut the rip-stop nylon. is the 
flange which fits beneath the edge of the 
cardboard pattern. CJs the vertical side of the 
wheel which rolls along the edge of the 
pattern. ID is the radius of the wheel which 
determines the distance between the cut and 
the edge of the pattern and thus the hem width. 


The soldering iron we use is an Ungar 
# 777 handle with the 50-watt metal heat- 
ing element # 4035-S and a Winch tip. 
The table is covered with about six layers 
of newspaper although a metal table top 
would be much better. 

We have used our first set of wheels 
actively for over a year and the wheels 
show no appreciable wear. Likewise, our 
cardboard patterns show only the wear 
occasioned by the tracing pen. The wheels 
also serve well when one wishes to draw 
one or more lines parallel to the pattern 
edge. Even when using a hot iron to cut 
nylon along a metal straightedge, irregu- 
larities in the tip of the iron are often 
snagged on the straightedge resulting in 
an imperfect cut. The use of the wheels 
with the straightedge eliminates this par- 
ticular problem. 

In addition to giving us the freedom to 
use inexpensive and easily made card- 
board patterns, the main advantage in the 
use of the Teflon wheels is a marked in- 
crease in work speed with the associated 
saving of time which can then be used for 
kiteflying. "v" 
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We know What’s Up. 

We are a wholesale 
operation with a strong 
commitment to kite flying. 
We believe in great service, 
low prices and the highest 
quality kites and acces- 
sories. We at What’s Up want 
to make buying kites as 
pleasurable as flying them. 


What’s Up is the exclusive 
distributor of the exciting 
Prof. Waldof’s Box Kite and 
Dynatrol, the King of the 
controllable kites. 


Write for our new catalog: 

What’s Up 

4500 Chagrin River Rd. 
Chagrin Falls, Ohio 44022 
or call Judy Neuger (216) 
247-4222. 


No minimum is required 
when you order your kites 
from What’s Up. 




HOT SELLING 
PROFIT MAKING 

DGaEUgffKQDSffDBtB 

WTEJ 

of rip 

& tear proof 
REINFORCED 
NYLON SAIL FABRIC 

IN ALL PRICE RANGES 



SPAiCE-DIRD 


KITE CORD 

We Can Design Special Kites for 
Premium and Promotional Use: 

Write for catalog 

ALAN-WHITNEY CO., INC. 

P.0 Box 447 (165 Dwight St.) 

New Haven, Conn. 06502 
Phone (203)787-1001 
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Zeniffi tffifes 


MAKERS OF THE 
FINEST CRAFTED 
MYLAR KITES 

INTRODUCES 
THE 1978 SELECTION 


THE OCTOPUS KITE 30 Ft. Long • Multi-tentacled 

• Rainbow Colors Available • Lofts in a wide variety of wind 
conditions • One of the easiest flyers • $10.00 


THE RAY FIGHTER 35 Ft. Tail • Artistically Hand Silk- THE SERPENT KITE 45 Ft. Long* Colors Available: 

screened • Offers the grace and beauty of the serpent yet is as maneu Red, Purple, Green, Blue, Orange • As easy to fly as the 

verable as a true fighter • $7.00 Octopus, but with one long tail • $8.50 

THE MYLAR FIGHTER Tops in Mylar maneuverability*$6.50 


Send Orders To: 


Zenit R Elites 


P.O. BOX 99413 • SAN FRANCISCO, CA 94109 * (415)564-4225 


WHOLESALE PRICES ON REQUEST • ALSO DISTRIBUTED BY KITEWORLD 









Ocean City, Md. 


PHOTOS: GEORGE CRAIG, BILL KOCHER, THEODORE 


Center, Bill Tyrrell's Jalbert Parafoil on show 
while stunters swoop; 1. George Craig and his 
Jason Aerokite; 2. Bevan and Margo Brown on 
each side of Jack Van Gilder; 3. Tal Streeter 
and Francis Rogallo; 4. the Chinns of Seattle; 
5. Red Braswell; 6. Mel Govig as auctioneer; 
7. Peter Powell with Aylene Goddard, Mary 
Ames and John Stubbings; 8. the Woodcocks of 
Toronto; 9. Paul Garber; 10. AKA meeting in 


It was a weekend of kite inspiration, 
bringing together 105 kiters from ail 
regions of the country and from Canada, 
England and New Zealand. 

The first national meeting of the Amer- 
ican Kitefliers Association, organized and 
underwritten by Kite Lines magazine, was 
held on September 22, 1978, at the Fen- 
wick Inn. It was preceded by a mini trade 
show and included a great keynote speech 


by Wyatt Brummitt and an inspiring talk 
from the Smithsonian’s Paul Garber on 
the role of kites in the history of aviation. 
Interim bylaws were adopted and a board 
of directors and its officers were elected. 
The evening was filled with a jubilant kite 
auction, viewing of kite films and a tre- 
mendous flow of social and technical 
interchange. 

The next day was Ocean City’s Grand 
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National Kite Festival, which suffered 
from heavy winds, up to 25 miles per hour, 
and cold temperatures. Still, some incred- 
ible kites were flown to win the lavish 
cash prizes provided by Ocean City. Sun- 
day morning brought beautiful, redeem- 
ing weather and with it most of the kites 
that had not flown Saturday. It was an 
indescribable spectacle and celebration, 
long to be vivid in memory. 


AKA members are now looking for- 
ward to the Second Annual Meeting of 
AKA, to be held on October 5, 1979, at 
the Ramada Inn in Manassas, VA, fol- 
lowed by AKA’s own kite competition on 
the adjacent Manassas Battlefield. Regis- 
tration is being handled through AKA, 
do President W.D. (Red) Braswell, 10000 
Lomond Drive, Manassas, VA 22110, and 
at the hotel before the meeting. 


session; 11. Peter Waldron and his Prof. WakJof 
box kite; 12. Curtis Marshall's shark -modified 
Flexifoil; 13. kite anchorage; 14. Bill Bigge and 
his wind meter; 15. Steve Edeiken stunting a 
giant dragon; 16. Jack Van Gilder and his 100- 
kite train; 17. Peter Lynn's multicell craft from 
New Zealand; 18. Bob Ingraham in front of Bill 
Ochse, contest chairman; 19. Bob Price and his 
box kite; 20. Bevan Brown's carousel kite. 
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The Sky Is Big Enough for All of Us 


My presence here this morning is some- 
thing of an anomaly. I have been a kiter 
for many years and have had the good for- 
tune to know a lot of other, similarly 
afflicted souls. And I have flown kites 
with many of them. But— and this is 
where the anomaly comes in— kiting has 
never been, for me, an organized sport. I 
am happiest when I am out in the open 
with two or three kindred spirits, flying 
for the sheer fun of it. I take no pleasure 
in knocking somebody else’s kite out of 
the sky, and if Ed Grauel’s kite is sitting, 
’way up there, a hundred yards beyond 
mine, I do not mind in the least. The sky 
is big enough for both of us. 

I cannot speak for others, but for me 
the joy of kiting lies in that fine sense of 
extension, in the fact that you have, al- 
most literally, a hand reaching into the 
sky. Your kite may be four hundred yards 
up and away, but you know that it will 
respond when you twitch the line. But 
that is just one of kiting’s pleasures. 

There’s another which was put into 
words for me by a headline in, of all places, 
The Wall Street Journal one day last June. 
The headline was over a small story on 
the op-ed page, a story dealing with kiting 
generally and with Messrs. Rogallo and 
Yolen particularly. And this was the head- 
line: The Quiet Elegance of a Kite in the 
Sky. For me, that just about sums up my 
feeling about kites and kiting. For there is 
quiet, there is elegance, there is serenity... 
and there is, in the kites themselves and 
in the sky, much of what we call beauty. 

For me, there is tremendous satisfac- 
tion in the sequence of noodling or sketch- 
ing a kite design, of translating that sketch 
into a scale drawing, and then going 
through all the stages of construction, fol- 
lowed by the business of bridling the fin- 
ished kite and preparing it for its first 
flight. And if, on that first flight, your 
newborn kite leaps joyfully into the blue 
—and revels in it— your cup may indeed 
runneth over so that everybody in the 
neighborhood gets a little bit sloshed. 

I believe that most of us here today 
have gone through all of this and, having 
done so, are members in good standing of 
the Companionship of the Kite. There are 



Wyatt Brummitt 


Speech at the first annual meeting 
of the American Kite fliers Association , 
September 22, 1978, Ocean City, MD. 


no dues, no officers, no committees... and 
certainly no talks like this. 

But we live in a strange new world, a 
world so vast and complex that communi- 
cation, even between kindred spirits, is in- 
creasingly difficult. We can no longer 
depend on our individual efforts to achieve 
the interchange of ideas which is essential 
to the cultivation of our art, or sport, or 
hobby, or cult— call it what you will. 

We need a medium of exchange, and 
that medium has to be sufficiently well- 
organized so that it will do a job for all of 
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us. Philosophically, each of us may be 
content to set a kite sailing serenely in 
the blue But, practically, each of us wants 
to make a better kite next time. Some of 
you are auto-motive in creating new con- 
cepts, new ideas. (As we say in our Long 
Meadow Chapter of the AKA, “Dammit, 
we may invent the airplane someday!”) 
But others of us need help, suggestions, 
innovative hunches, and news of what 
other philosophers have been doing. So... 
we have our organization, an organization 
which is still very young, very informal 
and, I suspect, getting along on a mini- 
mum of money. 

Maybe I am speaking out of turn, but 
it is my hope that, whatever we do in 
these sessions here at Ocean City, we 
avoid the temptation to set up a complex, 
highly specialized organization, with lots 
of officers and committees and projects 
and programs— and godknowswhatall. We 
need, 1 believe, a simple, smooth-running 
medium for exchange of ideas and news. 
We do not need, I believe, a fancy organi- 
zation for the sake of a fancy organization. 

There is one other small idea I’d like 
to mention. ..because it has been stirring 
around in the green and fuzzy murk of 
my subconscious for some time, and has 
only recently emerged into the light of 
day. I hope I can describe it. 

It is simply that a kite not only has 
personality but is a personality. I find 
myself yelling at a kite, cussing it, prais- 
ing it, arguing with it, coaxing it as 
though it had an animate spirit of its own. 
You know, as I do, how a kite will be 
blithe and frolicsome one day and sullen 
on the next. Kites, like the rest of us, are 
temperamental. 

Therein lies the special charm of this 
sport of ours. We are reaching into the 
sky, into a medium which is only parti- 
ally ours, sharing the frustrations, the 
small successes and, sometimes, the great 
achievements of these children of ours. 
They may seem to be only so much fabric 
and sticks and paper or plastic, but we 
have put ourselves into them and, far up 
there, they come alive-and live their own 
lives. The greater the serenity of their liv- 
ing, the greater their triumph— and ours. / 
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airtime 


BlBDKITE KIT 




igh-flying Seagull 
size^nape, detail 
t plywood frame 
paper cohering 
kite stoi 

add 2.00 shippihg(*6% sales tax 


Dealer inquiries wel 


airtime mfg. inc. 

2978 Teagarden St. San Leandro CA 94577 
(415) 895-8373 


x 





A SELECTION OF OUTSTANDING KITES 
AN OUTSTANDING SELECTION OF KITE MATERIALS 

WRITE FOR CATALOGUE 

THE COUCH STREET KITE GALLERY 

212 Northwest Couch Street, Portland. Oregon 97209 • (503) 223-1760 



STORE 

in larimer square 

1415 Larimer Street 
Denver. Colorado 80202 



PELHAM SPIRAL BOUND $5.95 

THE PENGUIN BOOK OF KITES by David Pelham, in a durable 
flat-lying spiral binding for your workbench. Here are 227 pages of 
comprehensive information for the kiter. Contains fully detailed and 
tested plans for nearly 100 kites. Many drawings and photographs, some 
of them in full color. Excellent coverage of kite history. Now you can give 
this book the heavy use it was BOUND to havel By special arrangement 
with a book bindery and Penguin Books, Inc., through KITE LINES only. 


To: KITE LINES, 7106 Campfield Road, Baltimore, MD 21207, USA 

Please send me PELHAM SPIRAL BOUND: (quan.) @ $5.95 each, or 

Add U.S. shipping cost: for first book, $1.25; additional copies 504 each. 

Foreign orders add estimated postage and remit in U.S. dollars via a U.S. bank 

Maryland residents add state sales tax. TOTAL ENCLOSED 

Deliver to Charge to D VISA □ Master Charge 

Address Card Number 

City, State, Zip Exp. Date Signature 
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We wish 
to thank all the 

fine manufacturers 

whose products we wholesale 
to shops and stores around the country. y'' 


A COMPLETE KITE STORE 


Aero mania Ampac 

' Cloud Pleasers* Cuban Yo-Yo* 

Go Fly a Kite, Inc. International Kite Co. 

Jalbert Aerology Laboratory 
Janus: Zero Wind Glider Kite * Kites Kites Kites ( K3) 
Llumar Star Kites Sky Cat, Ltd. * 

Stratton Air Engineering 
Synestructics Westwind Kites 

We also distribute the most complete line of kite making supplies 
in the country. Contact us for wholesale information. 


‘sole U S. distribution 


THE KITE SITE 3101 M Street, N.W., Georgetown, DC 20007, 202/965-4230 
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October 

(Through Sept, and Oct.), Exposition of Kites 
at the Maison de la Culture de Rennes, Mme. 
Francoise Chatel, BP 675 35008 Rennes Cedex, 

1 rue St Helier, France, tel: (99) 79 26 26. 

2 

Will Yolen is arrested in Central Park, New 
York City, 1963, for advertising, by kite, 
Lindsay for Mayor (later the ban was repealed). 

5 

2nd Annual Meeting, American Kitef tiers Asso- 
ciation, Manassas, VA. Contact: AKA, c/o Pres. 
W. D. (Red) Braswell, 10,000 Lomond Dr., 
Manassas, VA 221 10, tel: (703) 361-2671. 

6 

American Kitefliers Association National Com- 
petition, Manassas, VA. Contact: Chairman 
Bevan H. Brown, 6636 Kirk ley Ave., McLean, 
VA 22101 , tel: (703) 893-3886. 

3rd Annual Bikes, Kites and Bluegrass, a day in 
Rockford Park, Wilmington, DE. Sponsor: Dela- 
ware Kite Club. Contact: Floyd S. Cornelison, 
Jr., M.D., Suite 14, Professional Bldg., August- 
ine Cut-Off, Wilmington, DE 19803, tel: (302) 
654-8351. 

Saginaw Kite Festival, Saginaw, Ml. Sponsor and 
contact: Saginaw Parks and Recreation Commis- 
sion, c/o Hurley Coleman, tel: (517) 753-5411. 

7 

5th Annual New York City Kite Festival, Sheep- 
meadow, Central Park, New York City, NY. 
Sponsor and contact: Go Fly a Kite, Inc., c/o 
Karen Schlesinger, 1434 Third Ave., New York, 
NY 10028, tel: (?12) 988-8885. 

5th Annual Autumn British Kite Flying Asso- 
ciation Rally, Old Warden Aerodrome, Nr. 
Biggleswade, Bedfordshire, England. Contact: 
Ron Moulton, P.O. Box 35 Bridge St., Hemel 
Hempstead, Herts. HP1 1EE, England. 

Monthly Fly, 5/20 Kite Group, Oakland Univer- 
sity campus, Rochester, Ml. Sponsor and con- 
tact: 5/20 Kite Group, c/o Hank Szerlag, 1961 
Hunt Club Dr., Grosse Pointe Woods, Ml 48236, 
tel: (313) 886-6009. 

10 

Essex Kite Group founded, 1976. 

13 

3rd Annual Yachats Kite Festival, on the beach 
at Yachats, OR. Sponsor: Yachats Chamber of 
Commerce. Contact: Mike Stone, P.O. Box 522, 
Yachats, OR 97498, tel: ((503) 547-3360. 

(Oct. 13-14), Kite Workshop by Margaret Greger, 

California State University, Chico, CA. Instruc- 
tion in making and flying a wide variety of kites. 
Fee: $39.00; preregister by Oct. 5. Contact: 
Center for Regional and Continuing Education, 
State University, Chico, CA 95929. 


14 

(A mid-Oct. Sunday), Kite Get-Together, Ohio 
Society for the Elevation of Kites, Cleveland, 
OH. Contact: The Kite Kompany, Inc., c/o Judy 
Neuger, 33 W. Orange, Chagrin Falls, OH 44022, 
tel: (216) 247-4223. 

20 

Kite Outing, noncompetitive flying. Cypress 
Creek Park, Cypress Creek Rd., Severna Park, 
MD. Contact: Kathy Gray, Anne Arundel 
County Dept, of Recreation and Parks, Box 
1831, Annapolis, MD 21401, tel: (301)987-9604. 

24 

First issue of KITE TALES mailed, 1964. 

27 

Halloween Kite Festival, 6th Annual noncom- 
petitive fly, Venice Beach (Washington St. at 
the ocean), Venice, CA. Sponsor and contact: 
Let's Fly a Kite, c/o Gloria Lugo, Fisherman's 
Village, 13763 Fiji Way, Marina del Rey, CA 
90291, tel: (213) 822-2561. 

29 

(Oct. 29 and 30), 1st Experimental Meeting, Le 

Cerf- Volant Club de France, to judge pull per 
square meter, altitude, kite artistry, at the Plaine 
de Jeux Saint-Hubert, Polygone du Bois de Vin- 
cennes, Route de la Pyramide, 75012, Paris, 
France. Contact: Le C-V. C. de F., c/o Pres. 
Jean-Louis Bouisset, 17 rue Lacharriere, 7501 1 
Paris, France. 


November 

(Undated), Malta Kitefliers Winter Competitions. 

Sponsor and contact: Malta Kitefliers Group, c/o 
Secretary Alfred Darmenia Gay, 2, Princess 
Anne flats, Ball St., Paceville, Malta. 

1 

Todos Santos, All Saints Day or the Day of the 
Dead, Santiago de Secatepequez, Guatemala, 
traditional day of kiteflying at hillside graves to 
release the souls of the dead. 

n 

7th Annual Leakin Park Fall Kite Fly (formerly 
the Windsor Hills Kite Fly), a noncompetitive fly, 
Crimea area, Leakin Park, Baltimore, MD. Spon- 
sor and contact: Maryland Kite Society, c/o 
Exec. Sec. Robert S. Price, 3839 Dustin Rd., 
Burtonsville, MD 20730, tel: (301) 421-9620. 

12 

Lawrence Hargrave, inventor of the box kite, 
lifts himself by a train of four kites, New South 
Wales, 1894. 


15 

Deadline, 1896, for the Boston Aeronautical 
Society's $100 Chanute Prize, won by Professor 
Charles F. Marvin (1850-1943) for his paper 
"The Mechanics and Equilibrium of Kites." 

December 

6 

Alexander Graham Bell flies Army Lt. Thomas 
E. Selfridge from the "Cygnet," his gigantic 
3,393-cell tetrahedral kite, on Baddeck Bay, 
Nova Scotia, 1907. 

12 

Guglielmo Marconi receives the first wireless 
message from England by an antenna suspended 
by kite in Newfoundland, 1901. 



Above, one of the kites seen at the big 
Autumn fly, 1978 running, at Old Warden 
Aerodrome, in England: Martin Lester's 
ingenious papagaio with fiberglass spars and 
multicolor rip-stop "feathers." 


Send us your date! Request our Calendar Infor- 
mation Form. Listing of an event does not con- 
stitute endorsement of it by KITE LINES, but 
is done as a service. Events are free and competi- 
tive unless otherwise specified. Schedule subject 
to change; visitors should verify dates beforehand. 
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Ron Moulton 


Directory 

f S These retailers carry KITE LINES regularly. Their professionalism and dedication to kiting recommend them to you. 


BEN FRANKLIN KITE SHOPPE, One-Half 
Pearl St., Mystic, CT 06355, (203) 536-0220. 

HOBBYTOWN, 62 Gore St. E„ Perth. Ontario, 
Canada K7H 1H7, (613) 267-5063. 

THE PENGUIN, INC., Box 386, N. Conway, 
NH 03860, (603) 356-2340. 

BOLAY'S HOBBIES, 107 E. Main St., Decatur, 
IL 62523. 

IDLE HOUR, 59 Greenwich Ave., New York, 
NY 10014, (212) 924-6517. 

PINE TREE STUDIO, 224 E. Aurora St., Iron- 
wood, Ml 49938. 

CATCH THE WIND, LTD., 329 8 Ave. S.W., 
Calgary, Alberta, Canada T2P 1C4. 

KITE CITY, 1201 Front St., Old Sacramento, 
CA 95814, (916) 443-3478. 

PINOCCHIO'S FOLK TOY & KITE SHOP, 2413 
Parkview, Kalamazoo, Ml 49008, (616) 342-8817. 

CHERTS, 5637 E. Speedway, Tucson, AZ 
85712, (602) 296-2383. 

THE KITE KOMPANY, INC., 33 W. Orange, 
Chagrin Falls, OH 44022, (216) 247-4223. 

POSTCARD PALACE, 1220 N. State St., Box 
2432, Bellingham, WA 98225, (206) 734-4425. 


CITY NEWS, 10116 N.E. 8th, Bellevue. WA 
98004, (206) 455-9683. 


THE CLOUD CROWD, 19 Bennington Dr., 
Dayton, OH 45405, (513) 274-9683. 


COLORS OF THE WIND, 2900 Main St„ 
Santa Monica, CA 90405, (213) 399-8044. 


COME FLY A KITE, INC., Ghirardelli Square, 
900 North Point, San Francisco, CA 94109, 
(415) 441-2965. Branch: Clearwater Mall, Clear- 
water, FL 33518. 


THE EMPORIUM, 606 Ship St„ St. Joseph, Ml 
49085, (616) 983-0404. 


FAMILY BICYCLES, 9183 Central Ave.. Capi- 
tol Heights. MD 20027, (301 ) 350-0903. 


FISH CREEK KITE CO.. RR1, Box 205, Hwy. 
42, Fish Creek, Wl 54212, (414) 868-3769. 


FLY A KITE, 3850 S. Plaza Dr„ Santa Ana, CA 
92704, (714) 545-2849. Branch: 19800 Haw- 
thorne Blvd. Torrance, CA 90503. 


GEORGETOWN KITE SHOP, 501 Rose St., Box 
932, Georgetown, CO 80444, (303) 569-2809. 


GO FLY A KITE, INC., 1434 Third Ave., New 
York, NY 10028, (212) 988-8885. Branch: 79 
Job's Lane, Southampton, NY 11968. 


GOIN' WITH THE WIND, 323 Atlantic Blvd., 
Atlantic Beach, FL 32233, (904) 249-7097. 


GREAT WINDS, Pioneer Square, 166 S. Jack- 
son St., Seattle, WA 98104, (206) 624-6886. 


GULLIVER'S, 3526 Edwards Rd., Cincinnati, 
OH 45208, (513) 871-7766. 


HEAVENLY BODY KITES. 409 Green St„ 
Key West, FL 33040, (305) 296-2535. 


HIGH AS A KITE, 691 Bridgeway, Sausalito, 
CA 94965, (415) 332-6355. Branch: 703 Front 
St., Lahaina, Maui, HI 96761. 


HIGH AS A KITE, 201-131 Water St. , Vancou- 
ver, B.C., Canada V6B 4M3, (604) 687-8041. 


HIGH AS A KITE, International Marketplace, 
Kalakaua Ave., Honolulu, HI 96815, (808) 
922-3446. 


THE KITE SHOP, 222 Omni International, 
Atlanta, GA 30303, (404) 688-7874. Branch: 
1601 Biscayne Blvd., Miami, FL 33132. 


THE KITE SITE, 3101 M St.. N.W.. Georgetown. 
DC 20007, (202) 965-4230. Branch; 353-Q 
Faneuil Hall Marketplace, Boston, MA 02109. 


THE KITE SITE, General Delivery, On the 
Island, Helen, GA 30545, (404) 878-2350. 


THE KITE STORE, 973 Grand Ave., Pacific 
Beach, CA 92109, (714) 270-2692. 


THE KITE STORE, 848-A Yonge St., Toronto, 
Ontario. Canada M4W 2H1 , (416) 964-0434. 


THE KITE STORE, LTD., 69 Neal St., London 
SW2H 9PJ, England, 0 9441-836-1666. 

THE KITE STORE in Larimer Square, 1415 
Larimer St., Denver, CO 80202, (303) 623-2353. 


KITE WORKS, INC., 244 Commercial St., Pro- 
vincetown, MA 02657, (617) 487-3376. 


KITES & OTHER DELIGHTS, 99 W. 10th St., 
Suite 1 20, Eugene, OR 97401 , (503) 345-4856. 


KITES ARE UP, 116 23rd St„ Near the Pier, 
Newport Beach, CA 92663, (714) 673-7202. 


KITES AWEIGH, 36 Market Space, Annapolis, 
MD 21401, (301) 268-6065. 


KITES-ON-A-STRING, 10341 82 Ave., Edmon- 
ton, Alberta, Canada T6E 1Z9, (403) 432-1340. 


KITTY HAWK KITES, Bypass 158, P. O. Box 
386, Nags Head. NC 27959, (919) 441-6247. 


KRAZY KITES, 1353 Mill Dam Rd., Virginia 
Beach, VA 23454. 


LET'S FLY A KITE, 13763 Fiji Way. Marina 
del Rey, CA 90291, (213) 822-2561. 


MAGNIFICENT WINGS OF THE WIND KITE 
GALLERY, 1223 E. First, Wichita, KS 67214, 
(316) 267-2290. 


MARBLEHEAD KITE CO., P.O. Box 961 , 1 Wa- 
ter St., Marblehead, MA01945, (617) 631-7166. 


OUTERMOST KITES, Commercial St., Box 
1032, Provincetown, MA 02657, (617) 487-3766. 


JOHN A. SACCO, JR., INC., 30 Ingram Ave., 
Pittsburgh, PA 15205, (412) 921-1553. 


SAY HI KITES. 3 Wharf St., Portland, ME 
04101, (207) 772-0277. 


SKY-HI KITES, 109 N. Addison St., Elmhurst. 
I L 601 26, (312) 530-7660. 


SKY SCRAPERS— Kites, 2563 15th St., Denver, 
CO 80211, (303) 433-9518. 


THE SKY'S THE LIMIT, 2909 B Sale St., 
Dallas, TX 75219, (214) 522-8440. 


SMITHSONIAN AIR & SPACE MUSEUM 
SHOP, Washington, DC 20560, (202) 381-5711. 


SOFT AS A GRAPE, 36 Boylston St., Cam- 
bridge, MA 02138, (61 7) 491-1988. 


STANTON HOBBY SHOP, 4734 N. Milwaukee 
Ave., Chicago, IL 60630, (312) 283-6446. 


STARSHIPS & STRINGS, 75-5699-D Alii Dr., 
Kailua-Kona, HI 96740, (808) 329-2806. 


SUNSHINE KITE CO., Redondo Beach Pier, 
233-B Fisherman's Wharf, Redondo Beach, CA 
90277, (213) 372-0308. 


SUNSHINE KITES, 308 S. Hunter St., Aspen, 
CO 81611, (303) 925-4540. 


UNFINISHED CREATIONS, 243 Xenia Ave., 
Yellow Springs, OH 45387, (513) 767-7173. 


UNIQUE PLACE, 525 S. Washington at 6th, 
Royal Oak, Ml 48067, (313) 398-5900. 


THE VILLAGE HOBBY SHOP, 5888 Main St., 
Williamsville, NY 14221,(716) 634-4934. 


WIND CHIMES BOOK EXCHANGE, 2402 Lea- 
rnings Mill Rd., Millville, NJ 08332, (6091 327- 
2667. 


WIND PLAY, 212 N.W. Couch, Portland, OR 
97209, (503) 223-1760. 


WIND, WAVE & WHEEL, 210 A Monterey, No. 
3, Capitola, CA 95010, (408) 462-2026. 


WONDERFUL WORLD OF KITES, Mountain 
Mall, Parkway & River Rds, Gatlinburg, TN 
37738, (615) 436-6470. 
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Prof. Waldofs Box Kite 



☆ You can see its different! and this extends 
to constructional detail, but it's also 
individually hand made. 

^ Folds from 4' 8" (1 .42m) into a 2' 4" 
tube, each stick being interchangeable and 
easily replaced. 

Symmetry and strength of the structure 
allow the lightest nylon fabric and material 
to be used. 


Looks like a snow crystal? or a pagoda? it really 
depends on how you look at it! 

Anyway, everyone agrees — it always looks 
fantastic in the air. 

And the most beautiful thing of all is that every 
one of the quality materials used, and every 
facet of design is supremely functional. 


Prof. Waldofs Box Kite 


Over several years, a fresh approach to kite 
design has allowed many features to be 
evolved. 


A number of ways of bridling, including 
dual line, and it's quick to tell you what 
the wind's doing. 


£ 


42 surfaces to catch the slightest breeze, 
so — easy launching, single handed, or by a 
child. 


^ So - you can own a kite everyone will 
admire which will enjoy being out in any 
weather you will! 


DISTRIBUTED BY- 


CWHflT’5 CUP 


4500 CHAGRIN RIVER ROAD 
CHAGRIN FALLS, OHIO 44022 
216/2474222 


AVAILABLE AT FINE KITE STORES 
MADE IN WORCESTERSHIRE, ENGLAND 


Dealer Inquires Invited 


top quality fabric kites! 


LEE'S KITES 

3902 41st Avenue S.W. 

Seattle, Washington 98116 
Tel: (206) 937-9339 
or (206) 937-2092 



CANADA GOOSE: 70" wingspan. 3b" tall. 
Brown body, black neck, white cheek, brown 
eyes, white bottom, black legs; with carrying 
bag $35 

SUPER BAT-CHEE: 72" wingspan, 45" tall. 
Black head, red body and white eyes with 
black eyeballs; with carrying bag $37 

BLACK BAT-CHEE: 72" wingspan, 43” tall. 
Solid black with white eyes and black eyeballs; 
with carrying bag $32 

PTERANODON: 74" wingspan, 45" tall. Red 
and blue; with carrying bag $37 

SUPER EAGLE: 80" wingspan. 40" tall Head 
and tail navy blue, red wings: with carrying 
bag $37 

ARROW DELTA: 82" wingspan, 45" tall. Red 
and blue; with carrying bag $22 

NATIONAL EAGLE: 70" wingspan, 33" tall 
White head and tail, body red. black, brown or 
navy blue Head and talons painted for realism; 
with carrying bag $37 

SNOW GOOSE: 70" wingspan, 36" tall White 
body with black wing tips, red beak, black 
eyes and red legs; with carrying bag . . . $35 

MORNING SUN-RAINBOW: 32’ long White 
ripstop nylon background with 2-color sewn 
applique, red sun. blue waves; body in 7 rain- 
bow colors. $26 

DRAGON RAINBOW: 32 long Face: white 
ripstop nylon background with appliqued blue 


head, red tongues, black eyeball. Body: 7 rain- 
bow colors $26 

4-ARM REEL: With about 8(XV nylon twine. 
40- lb. test, with handy swivel snap $30 


2- ARM REEL (not shown): With about 300' 
nylon twine. 40-lb. test, with handy swivel 
snap $8 


Prices include postage and packing costs. 
Washington state residents add 5% sales tax. 



Pteranodon 


A 

Arrow Delta ll 



Morning Sun -Rain how 


* 

National Eagle 




Snow Goose 


Dragon Rainbow 



News Rom Here and There. 



CALIFORNIA 


In July 1978 the first “ Kite F Iyer n news- 
letter of the San Francisco Bay Area was 
printed by Leland Toy and Paul Walker— 
and things haven *t been quite the same 
since. An active group has formed and 
met several times to show slides, swap 
kite ideas and fly kites. The fliers have 
organized events (such as their flying of 
the green on St. Patrick's Day ) and they 
have attended established local festivals , 
such as the Family Day Kite Festival held 
last October at San Francisco's premier 
kiting location , the Marina Green . Organ- 
ized by Ron Young of Solutions, the event 
was described by Paul Walker in a letter 
to Kite Lines: 

What a day! The Marina Green is a spa- 
cious expanse of grass right along the 
southern edge of the San Francisco Bay. 
October 1 was a typical San Francisco 
Indian summer day with thick fog rolling 
out under the Golden Gate bridge in the 
morning and brisk, steady breezes and 


warm sunshine in the afternoon -perfect 
for the event! 

It was one media event after another 
with participants from as far away as 
Southern California and Washington state. 
Dinesh Bahadur and his family made a try 
for the record books with an attempt to 
launch 1000 kites at one time. Family 
members spent most of the morning care- 
fully laying out 1000 kites’ lines in a 
complex pattern on the lawn. Later, 1000 
volunteers patiently held 1000 Indian 
fighter kites over their heads, heard final 
instructions and then— total— beautiful 
CHAOS! To be in the midst of all that 
kite and string confusion was an incredible 
experience we won’t forget. The effort 
failed in launching the 1000 kites, but suc- 
ceeded in being a beautiful spectacle. 

Things continued. . .contests— kite after 
fabulous kite— bands— kites— the Mayor 
spoke— balloons— more kites— and sudden- 
ly it was 6 p.m. and we were all sun- and 
wind-burned, the fog was rolling back in 
through the Golden Gate-and it was over! 

The newsletter reported further details: 


Competing for $2500 in prizes were 
115 registered kitefliers. Results: Highest: 
Tony Carpiet, Hillsborough, CA— India 
fighter kite; Smallest: Carl Brewer, Seattle, 
WA— less than 3 4-inch square kite; Most 
Beautiful: Steve Edeiken, Venice, CA— 
six-in-train Rainbow Stunt Kites (he also 
flew a 36-kite train); Funniest: Monica 
Woodcock— two-kite train of Snoopy vs 
the Red Baron; Giant Kite: (no winner); 
Individual Kite Fighting: Steve Gekko, 
Redondo Beach, CA; Team Fighting: 
Northern California team (Sade U. Kahan, 
captain). Other kite highlights included 
Neil Thorburn’s owl kite; a giant sled kite, 
Small Wonder (30 by 20 feet of lifting 
surface— it didn’t fly), Domina Jalbert’s 
Robin (a combination Parafoil and tri- 
angular boxed cell, at one time used for 
meteorological studies); and Tom Henry’s 
fantastic inflated winged dragon. 

Reports like this along with kite com- 
ments and sketches makeup the bimonth- 
ly newsletter “Kite Flyer, ” $5 a year , at 
861 Clara Drive, Palo Alto , CA 94303. 

California Continues. . . 



BLACK FIRE BALL 

# 1 Seller: Red Ball with yellow flames surrounded 

by black 

Send $7.50 (Calif, residents add state sales tax) to: 


FIGHTER KITES 

first in 


The kite that makes it all easy. For fliers 
age 7 to 70. male or female. Do spectac- 
ular aerial maneuvers, with or without a 
long tail. Or just fly it steady. Have tail- 
cutting fights or kite-to-kite fights (i.e., 
without tails). No crash traumas 
with Vic’s— they’re made of tough, 
Mylar.* 


Crafted with sophisticated sim 
plicity, Vic’s fighter kites have 
interchangeable cross spars, 
making it possible to fly in 
light, medium or heavy winds. An adjust- 
able bridle changes the kite s response, 
for contests or easy flying. Brilliantly dec- 
orated in 5 dramatic designs. Or choose 
your Vic’s in clear Mylar (not shown) and 
paint your own design! 


Kite comes ready to fly with 70 yards of 
flying line and complete instructions. An 
excellent gift idea, it’s packaged in a 
glossy colored tube so no gift wrapping 
is needed. The tube is also convenient 
for storage of your Vic's, or transporting 
it to the flying field. 


International Kite Company 
P. O. Box 3248 

San Diego, CA 92103 (714) 239-1992 Dealer inquiries invited 
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VEEKAY INTERNATIONAL 

4784 Briarbend Trace Stone Mountain.GA. 30088 [404)688-7874 


We carry a complete line of imported kites, custom made kites, domestic kites and 
kite supplies. Ask for our wholesale price list. Kite for kite, VEEKAY cannot be undersold. 
We will match any price on any kite we carry. Our price tags give us away. 


Visit our retail shops. . . 








An 



AS 


Omni International 
Atlanta, Georgia 


1601 Biscayne Blvd. 
Miami, Florida 


New$ From Here GrThere 

. . .California Continued 

The Kite Lady, she’s called in and around 
Los Angeles. She’s Gloria Lugo, proprietor 
of Let’s Fly a Kite, Marina del Rey, whose 
well-promoted noncompetitive Venice 
Pier Kite Festivals every season for several 
years demonstrate enduring enthusiasm. 

But this November 19 (1978) was go- 
ing to be something different. The Kite 
Lady put out a special call for kiters. She 
asked them to bring out their best to the 
Los Angeles Times “500” stock car race 
at Ontario Motor Speedway. Each kiteflier 
and his or her guest was treated to free 
parking and an infield view after provid- 
ing prerace pageantry in the form of some 
200 kites. All sizes and forms lined the 
length of the track down the front straight- 
away. A parade of classic Ford Thunder- 
birds towed the kites. (The car-towing 
idea was devised to cover the organizers 
in case of no wind.) It was a spectacular 
day and brought kiting super publicity. 



Early arrivals at the Ontario "500" are 
treated to a parade of T-bird-towed kites. 


CONNECTICUT 


The Connecticut Kitefliers Association has 
been meeting for monthly flies at conveni- 
ent local sites. Club correspondent John 
DeGange tells us that the C.K.A. is the 
second kitefliers association formed in 
Connecticut, after an interval of nearly a 
century. Its predecessor was the ABCD 
Kite Club formed in Terryville in 1887. 

The Terryville organization, consisting 
of five members, had a short but exciting 
history. One of their projects was the con- 
struction of a huge kite which they 




beautiful 
colorful 
all hand-made 
paper kites 


#T13 

butterfly 


• direct imports 
• largest selections (over 23 

different choices) 

• largest stock on hand (outside 
of China) 

• lowest prices 
Send for free catalog. 

Dear Dealer: Order now while all selections Vf In : 6.99 63 

available. Write for free catalog and the lifi |l postpaid 

discounted price list. iHf Ucal if. residents 

add 6.5% tax 

EASTERN SEA, INC. 717 Grant Ave., San Francisco, CA 94108 (415) 391-8217 
(the CHINATOWN KITE SHOP in the heart of Chinatown) 


HARDWOOD 

SPOOLS 


*R50 

centipede 


#200 

The Kite Spike 


#300 

The Oak Spool 


only from 

shcrat! 

kite, 

spooLs 
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named Sky Scraper. The kite towed a 
wagon with four club members as passen- 
gers traveling at nine miles an hour. 

With the enthusiastic agreement of all 
C.K.A. members, it has been decided to 
reenact the ABCD Club’s project and pos- 
sibly better the Terryville performance. 

A subgroup of the Connecticut Kitefliers 
Association are these chaps, known as the Old 
Mystic Kite Kids. Shown at Esker Point Beach, 
Noank, flying a delta on 1000 feet of line are, 
from left, Tom Riffle, Ronny Lonsberry and 
Tim Tylaska. Not shown is John Tyler, who flew 
a Cody-type box kite from a handmade reel, 
similar to the ones shown here but larger. 



NEW YORK 


The 4th Annual New York City Kite Fes- 
tival was held in Central Park last October 
and was reported on by Karen Schlesinger 
of the Go Fly a Kite store , sponsor . 

Although we were threatened by rain, 
all cleared by midmorning to make for a 
great kite day and a whole lot of fun. We 
had turbulent winds but good attendance 
of about 2000 people gazing and partici- 
pating in our festival. Bill Kocher of the 
Maryland Kite Society won first place as 
highest flier with his paper bag kite. 

Most of all our thanks go to Gerard 
Hacquebard, our wonderful master of 
ceremonies, who ran the whole competi- 
tion from the judges’ stand. His interna- 
tional experience and terrific wit carried 
us through with a flair. 

Big day in the Big Apple with a big kite— an 
attention-getting Curtis Marshall delta-Conyne. 



Called the Dans Papers Hampton Kite Fly, 
it was held on the last Sunday in August, 
1978, and it offered a bonus to Long Is- 
land in the form of a delightful write-up* 
which appeared afterwards. Here con- 
densed is organizer Dan Rattiner’s story: 

Fog held back the scheduled start of 
the fly from noon till 4 p.m., when final- 
ly the Mozart clarinetist, juggler, magician 
and— of course— kites began the fun. 

“Smell this,” a woman said. I looked 
down at a kite covered with what looked 
like plants. “It’s parsley, sage, rosemary 
and thyme,” the woman said. 

I smelled. Pretty good. 

“I’ve entered in six different catego- 
ries,” the woman said. She showed me 
her list. They included the most originally 
engineered, the most environmental, the 
most fantastic, the most beautiful and the 
kite made of the most unusual material. 

“Does it fly?” 1 asked. 

“Of course.” 

We had 21 different categories and 21 
different prizes to hand out. 

The judging was to take place from 
4:45 to 5:00 p.m. by four judges, who 
were to wander through the crowd of an 
estimated 700 people. I told contestants 
that the judges would be wearing white 
kite-fly T-shirts around their necks as 
capes, and they should just keep approach- 
ing the judges until they found the right 
one. Somehow, this didn’t seem a very 
satisfactory answer and I vowed w T e would 
do it better next year. 

“Someone’s got an entry for the most 
erotic kite,” someone said, “but they 
can’t get it up,” 

At 4:15, Gerard Hacquebard of New 
York City sent up his three Peter Powell 
stunter kites in a demonstration of his 
precise formation flying skills which the 
crowd applauded with gusto. 

But then, at 4:20, an incredible, thick, 
bilious fog began to roll in from the east. 

“This fog is right on schedule,” I said in- 
to the microphone. “Do not panic. It is 
scheduled to lift at exactly 20 minutes to 
5:00.” 

People held their ground. 

Indeed, the fog rose off the ground 
about 20 feet so that everyone could see 
one another. There were now hundreds of 
people who appeared to be holding a big 
cloud with tiny white strings. They all 
looked around in amazement at this de- 
velopment. And then, at precisely 4:43, 
the fog lifted. 

“You have incredible luck,” judge 
Elaine Benson said. 

* © 1978 Dan’s Papers, Ltd., where it first ap- 
peared. Used by permission of Dan’s Papers, a 
chain of newspapers in eastern Long Island, 
Bridgehampton, NY. 
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“It is three minutes late,” I replied. 

The sun was out again and once again 
all the kites were visible high in the sky. 

The judges had identified what they 
thought was the highest flying kite. But 
it had disappeared into a cloud. 

“It’s a black bat wing kite,” Gerry said. 

“Would the owner of the high flying 
black bat wing kite please move your kite 
from behind the cloud,” I shouted. 
“Otherwise it will be towed away.” 

I was in great form. 

Over the loudspeakers, I asked the 
winners to assemble at the back of the 
dune. There wouldn’t be much time, I 
knew. For my powers were waning and 
the rain and thunder could not be held 
back much longer. 


OREGON 


Scott Banks writes: 

Clear skies and a steady onshore breeze 
greeted experienced and novice kiters alike 
for the second annual Yachats Kite Festi- 
val on the Oregon coast, October 7, 1978. 

The festival, sponsored by the Yachats 
Chamber of Commerce, was enjoyed by 
an estimated 150 participants from around 
the state. The main attraction was Rakesh 
Bahadur, a former kite fighting champion 

Continued. . . 



LIFETIME 

GUARANTEE 


#350 

The Super Spool 


only from 

shant \ 

kfce, 
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BERTELSEN INC. 

*Aeromobile Air Cushion Vehicle, *Arcopter Ultra-Light and V/STOL Aircraft 



Plans are now available for this unique, arc wing research 
kite. Why not build it and conduct your own experiments? 
Rugged tube-and-fabric construction makes it suitable for high 
winds and heavy pay loads. Kite (3 meter span) is also large 
enough for skate sailing, and it unbolts for easy storage and 
transport. You'll enjoy experimenting with this efficient new 
wing design. Try it!!! 

For Arc Wing Research Kite Plans, send $15.00 to 
Bertelsen Inc. 

Box 21 

Neponset, IL 61345 

(Plans include sail pattern diagram, detail drawings, building 
instructions, list of materials and sources, and tips on flying.) 

Send for product brochure free with stamped, self-addressed, 
business-size envelope. 
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of India, now a San Francisco resident. 

Rakesh demonstrated his ability with 
fighter kites as he taunted onlookers by 
hanging his kite just over their heads. 
Children tried to grab the kite but he 
would snake it out of reach just before 
they had it. 

A few kite fighters challenged Rakesh 
so he handily put up his fighter and took 
on all comers. Maurits de la Rambelji of 
Eugene tried his skill after a long wait but 


unfortunately lost some kites to the 
coastal river. 

Rakesh also hauled out a 208-foot 
multicolored silk and nylon dragon which 
flew royally against the blue sky. Also in 
his repertoire was a Professor Waldof 
cloth box kite which he dunked in the 
river but brought out with no problem. 

Other fliers included Stormy Weathers 
and his sons with some captivating double- 
keeled sleds. 


Competition was held in six categories 
including highest kite, youngest flier, 
smallest kite, best homemade kite, largest 
kite and finally spectators’ choice. Rules 
were well-defined and lots of prizes were 
given out which produced many smiling 
faces. In fact, smiling faces were prominent 
most of the time, which convinces me 
that next October people of Oregon will 
be driving to the coast for the third annual 
Yachats Kite Festival. 


IXITHRNAnQNp— 


Al 


CANADA 


The Canadian National Exhibition Kite 
Festival was held on August 27, 1978, in 
Toronto with 117 entries under manage- 
ment of Ken Lewis, “Mr. Kite Canada.” 
James DeLaurier of the University of 
Toronto Institute for Aerospace Studies 
provided us with many photographs of 
some of the outstanding kites in competi- 


tion. The top prize went to Hank Szerlag 
of Grosse Pointe Woods, MI (and leader 
of the 5/20 Kite Group) with his Hewitt 
Flexible kite. An interesting aspect of the 
contest was the number of ethnic kites 
that were attracted. The designs appeared 
to be variously representative of China, 
India, the Philippines and the Caribbean. 
A special competition was held for kites 
made in designs of 100 years ago, in cele- 
bration of the C.N.E. Centennial in 1978. 


Beauties of the C.N.E. from left clockwise: Dick Kow's "Combined Kite"; two pear-top kites, 
centennial commemorative winners by Garry Woodcock (left) and Skye Morrison; Bevjack Bevjack 
and two cloth Bermuda-type kites; "Double-Wing Peacock" by Bunton Savundranayagam. 



ENGLAND 


Fifty-seven acres of field in Truro were 
again the scene of an impressive kite occa- 
sion— the second Cornwall Kite Festival, 
on September 16 and 17, 1978. 

Organized in two intensive weeks with- 
out underwriting by hard-working John 
Sweetman, and chaired by David Lean of 
the Cornish Kitefliers Club, the festival 
was very well received. Sweetman’s report, 
here condensed, explained that compe- 
titions were on a “roster demand system,” 
and the result was little demand and a 
noncompetitive program. Camping facili- 
ties provided the hardier enthusiasts with 


At Truro: top, Parascending by a team from 
Looe, Cornwall; below, Conynes made by 
Richard Fox of Carharrack nr. Redruth. 



the opportunity to fly kites continuous- 
ly for the two days— all night as well! 

Flying conditions (in contrast to the 
windless first year) were ideal, bearing 
out the study of 10 years of weather sta- 
tistics that went into the choice of date. 
Winds were at Beaufort force 5 to 6 with 
gray skies Saturday and force 4 to 5 with 
sunshine all day Sunday. 

An estimated crowd of 3000 people 
attended and the list of participants was 
lengthy. We note only some highlights. 

Several manufacturers and officials 
gave special demonstrations. Seen were: 
the Flexifoil Eurostack; Vivien Comma 
and his one-line maneuverable West Indian 
Kiskadee kites (accompanied by steel 
band music and his own songs); Tom 
Chapman flying 81 Barnstormer kites in 
train (though due to an obstructing kite 
in the area he did not complete the requi- 
site figure-eight movements); Parascending 
on man-lifters towed by Land Rover; 
the Newquay Amateur Radio Club, which 
transceived many calls from all over Eng- 
land, in some cases using a kite-flown 
aerial; a Civil Aviation Authority official, 
who had granted the festival 15,000 feet 
of clearance, on hand to discuss English 
law governing kites in the air space; 
Lionel Lowe of Leamington Spa, a ubiqui- 
tous figure at 1978 kite festivals all over 
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flying bird $6.®% plus 
76 d postage and 
handling. 

Jluymbeke’s 
sold by : 
oventry Sales 
1811 s Coventry Jld. 
Cleveland Jits. Ohio 
44118 

216-371 -9701 


best wholesale prices 
nationally 


•packaged with English instructions 
•same day shipment 

•flying bird ?~shirts, posters* and extra rubber bands 
also available (send s.a.s.e. for price list) 
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Now, from ULTRA KITE . . . 

Two High Performance Fliers 
At Great Down-To-Earth Prices! 



FIREBIRD photographed in flight! 


The FIREBIRD is a winged sled based 
on an original Ultra Kite design. It fea- 
tures tremendous lift and great stability. 
It’s a big 42' wide x 35" high x 18" in 
depth (keel tips to back sail panel). 
WindForm™ adaptable design change- 
able for different strength winds. Origi- 
nal FIREBIRD design printed in brilliant 
red on white. Requires 20 to 25-pound 
test line. Retail price: Only $7.95, plus 
$1.00 for shipping. 



STAR BIRD photographed in flight! 


The STAR BIRD is a winged, triangular 
box kite patterned after one of the 
greatest flyers of all time ... the Conyne 
or French Military Kite. It’s a big 35" high 
x 33" wide with 1 0V2" deep triangular 
cells. Excellent lift and stability are per- 
formance features. Original STAR BIRD 
space design printed in brilliant blue on 
white. Requires 15 to 20-pound test line. 
Retail price: Only $5.95, plus $1.00 for 
shipping. 


PROFESSIONAL KITES AT REASONABLE PRICES 

How can we do it at these prices? DuPont’s miracle chemical/fiber (TYVEK) made it 
all possible. It is waterproof — shrink and stretch-proof — can be accurately bulk 
machine cut — and is cheaper than cloth. Also, because it is extremely tough and 
tear-resistant, it lends itself to speedy (stapled) assembly. And it is combined with top 
quality model airplane Spruce hardwood framing that provides the strength, accu- 
racy and “flight balance’’ essential to three-dimensional kites. 


A high performance ULTRA KITE is easy enough for beginners, active enough to 
satisfy the pros ... all for only a few dollars more then the smaller, simple models 
generally available. (Not recommended for pre-teens, however, since they can exert 
a pulling force over 100 times their own weight). All kites shipped in 48 hours with full 
instructions. 

OUR UNCONDITIONAL GUARANTEE 

If you do not feel your Ultra Kite is the best quality, best flying model you have ever 
owned for the money, return it in 60 days for a full, unconditional refund. (Now in our 
third season, this guarantee remains unchanged as the strongest endorsement of 
quality offered anywhere in the industry). 


| MONEY BACK ORDER FORM 

Yes, I would like to order the following Ultra Kite(s) on your money-back guarantee. 
(Sorry, we have no other models or kite materials for sale at this time). 

FIREBIRD(S) at $7.95, plus $1.00 each for shipping: Total 

| STAR BIRD(S) at $5.95, plus $1.00 each for shipping: Total 

Total $ 


1 

1 

1 

1 

1 


1 


Yes, we ship anywhere in the world at no extra charge via boat (allow two months 
delivery). For speedy Air Mail delivery anywhere overseas, add $3.50 extra. 

□ Retailers, check here if you would like to receive wholesale price information 
(wholesale minimum, one-half dozen mix or match on models) 


Name 


Street or PO. Box 



City 

State (or Country) 

Code (Zip or Other) 





Send Check, Money Order, or (overseas) American Money Draft to: 

ULTRA KITE • 904 Century Building • Pittsburgh, Pa. 15222 
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<0 SAY "READING 
MAKES A FDllMaN, 
MEDITATION a pro- 
fbUNDMAN,DlS(MSf 
A CLEAR. MAN dOf 
kite flying makes 

A HAPPY MAH". . . 
AND foR MY MONEY 

MAteump kites 
are the Finest and 

BEST VAW6D KilfeS 



MARBLEHEAD 
KITE MANY 

P.O. BOX 961 
MARBLEHEAD, MA 01945 
(617) 631-7166 
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XV_iCRA? E «, 

ClfeE 3 2563 15TH DENVER CO. 80211 


(303) 433-9518 


UNSURPASSED 
QUALITY 


Send us 
a line! 


News From Here GThere 

. . . Continued 

England, flying his Red Arrow kites. 

Also noted were individual kiters pilot- 
ing varied craft, such as: Alan Martin with 
a Professor Waldof kite and also some 
line travelers, dropping payloads and set- 
ting off a firework flare; Werner Rothe 
and Wolfgang Rajmann of West Berlin 
with an assortment of traditional cellular 
kites plus a superb teak “deep sky” reel 
with polished brass fittings; Nick Stapleton 
of Bridport, Dorset, with a hand-sewn 
replica model Cody kite; the Far Eastern 
influenced kites of Jenny and Bob 
Croxford of Mullion, Cornwall; Ted Holt 
of Truro with his tetrahedrals; Wilf May 
of St. Day flying a train of 15-inch span 
diamond kites; Mike Simmens of Mullion 
with a large Sauls Barrage Kite. 

Many breakaways were experienced. 
Nick Stapleton disappeared downwind 
into the Idless Valley and took a two and 
a half hour tramp to find his Cody. 

Similarly, Werner Rothe of Berlin 
chased a Conyne into the depths of the 
Cornish backwoods as if English were his 
mother tongue. He came back some while 
later wreathed in smiles! 

Another casualty of the wind was the 
full-sized replica Baden-Powell Levitor 
(some nine-foot wingspan and over 10 feet 
long) made by Cornish kiteflier Richard 
Fox of Redruth. Regrettably, this crashed 
when being used to loft an aerial for the 
Newquay Amateur Radio Club. This same 
kite was the one used for the Marconi 75th 
Anniversary of the first transatlantic 
radio message earlier this year, and was 
resplendantly autographed by both 
Marconi’s wife, Marchesa Marconi, and 
his daughter, Princess Electra. 

In spite of these occurrences, there 
was no doubt after the weekend that the 
Cornwall Kite Festival was an established 
major event, with the Third Annual in the 
offing as Kite Lines went to press. 


PLEASE HELP US.. .IF YOU'RE 


only from 

shanti 

kite , 

spooLs 


Dealers write: 

2021 Folsom Street 
San Francisco, CA 941 10 


Or call: 

Daniel Prentice 
Tom Van Valkenburgh 
(415) 552-4498 


City 

State Zip 

Be sure to give us 
also effective date: 


TRES 
CHICI 
emblem 
patch of 
France's 
club; 
yellow 
and black 


blue; 3” die.; 
limited quantities. 
$1.75 each + .25 postage and handling 
directly from KITE LINES, 71 06 Camp- 
field Road, Baltimore, MD 21207, USA. 


for each address change 
that conies back from 
the postal service is i 
25 cents. We could go | 
broke! And YOU lose | 
that issue , too! Please j 
send your new address i 
as early as you know it ! 
to Judy Faecher, our \ 
one-person circulation j 
department , at Kite 
Lines , 7106 Camp field j 
Road, Baltimore, MD \ 
21207 , USA. Use this | 
form if you like. 

New address here: 


Name 

Address. 


— j 
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dip and save 


Connecticut' ! 


BEHj^KU/y 


BRAIDED LINE— THE 
CHOICE OF KITEFUERS 
WORLDWIDE! 

Braided line is superior 
because it offers: 

1 . reduced kinks and twirling 

2. reduced fraying 

3. increased durability of 
your line 

4. improved weight/ 
strength ratio 

5. every inch hand inspected 


6. continuous lengths up to 
3000' for 20-and 401b. 
test line 

7. continuous lengths up to 
1 300' for 601b. test 

8. continuous lengths up to 
1 000' for 80 and 100-lb. 


ON ORDERING: 

1 . Be sure to specify length 
and strength. 

2. Send check or money 
order plus $1 .25 shipping 
and handling or we will 
send COD. 

3. Connecticut residents 
add 7% sales tax. 


One-Half Pearl Street 
Mystic. CT 06355 
Phone (203) 536-0220 

Open 7 days a week 


Prices subject to change. 


Longer lengths and 
strengths available upon 
request 


Send name and address 
for free catalog. 


dip and save 


TEST LINE 

500 ft. 

750 ft. 

1000 ft. 

FEET 
1500 ft 

2000 ft. 

2500 ft. 

3000 ft 

20-lb. 

1.90 


3.65 

5.45 

7.25 

9.05 

10.85 

40-lb. 

2.50 


4.85 

7.25 

9.65 

12.45 

14.45 

60-lb. 


3.15 


6.15 




80-lb. 

3.90 


7.65 





100-lb. 

4.40 


8.65 





130-lb. 

4.90 


9.65 





savings on extra 
feet over 500' 

15C 

25C 

35C 

45C 

55C 


KNOWN AND FLOWN WORLD-WIDE 
THE ACCLAIMED ^^TrITE 


□ Designed and entirely handcrafted by Bob Ingraham, founder of the American 
Kitefliers Association and KITE TALES magazine (predecessor of KITE LINES). 
, □ Now with Fibreglass spars by Lunastran® . Unbreakable, flexible and. won't warp. 

Spars have soft fabric protectors. 
□ Made entirely of high grade rip-stop nylon with removable wing and center spars. 

7-foot span. Sewn entirely in attractive creative stitching. 
□ Flies on exceptionally low wind velocities, is highly responsive to thermal lift and has 
wide wind range capability. Easily erected with unbreakable slip-in type spreader bar. 

Two-color canopy and keel design $30.00 ea. 

including shipping charges. 

Registered Trademark of Lunastran®, 1334 N. 10th Street, San Jose, California 95112. 



SOME CALL IT THE WORLD’S BEST HAND HELD 


KITE LINE REEL 
THE RAYCO REEL-E-Z 

New reinforced model is now being produced and sold by Bob Ingraham. 

Reel without extension shaft $16.00 

Reel with 24" extension shaft $25.00 

Prices include shipping charges. 
Made of pure nylon drum and end shields fused to form incompressible unit. Bronze bushings 
and good hardware. Guaranteed against failure for 1 year from purchase date with normal use. 

You can have more fun and better flying of light to medium kites with a Reel-E-Z. 



Order from: 

Bob Ingraham 

315 N. Bayard St. 
Silver City, N.M. 88061 

Write for wholesale prices 
or call (505) 538-9083. 
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LIFETIME 

SUBSCRIBERS 


Anonymous 
Gregory A. Apkarian 
Joseph Arena 
John C. Armanino 
Guy D. Aydlett 
Clifford Bantel 
Charles Bernstein 
Dr. Myron Bernstein 
Louis Bigge 
William R. Bigge 
Lt.Col. and Mrs. Bevan H. 
Brown 

Wyatt Brummitt 
Kenneth Bryan 
J. H. Bugg 
John F. Carroll 
David M. Checkley 
Dr. Floyd Comelison, Jr. 
Elliott N. Couden 
Thomas E. Cowls 
Thomas W. Dietz 
Sister Mary Ann Lenore 
Eifert 

Wood and Virginia Ellis 
Douglas Fales 
Dale Fleener 
John D. Forbes 
Paul Edward Garber 
Pat York Gilgallon 
Paul Scot Gilgallon 
Aylene D. Goddard 
Edwin L. Grauel 
Pat Hammond 
Hugh A. Harrison 
A1 and Betty Hartig 
John Hastings 
Eugene Hester 
Robert Hieronimus 
Gary J. Hinze 
Henry H. Howard 
A. Pete Ianuzzi 
Robert and Hazel 
Ingraham 
Domina Jalbert 
Tony Johnston 
Bill Jones 
Mrs. David J ue 
Ben Kim 
Nat Kobitz 

Theodore T. Kuklinski 
Peter Lynn 
Theodore L. Manekin 
Oswald S. Markham 
Curtis Marshall, M.D. 
Carol Master 
Robert McCort 
Lt.Col. Joseph O’Brien 
William G. B. Ochse 
Robert S. Price 
John D. Reed 
Lt. Raymond Reel 
Carol A. Rogallo 
Francis M. Rogallo 
William A. Rutiser 
Toby Schlick 
Dr. John H. Seipel 
Gordon Shute 
Charles Siple 
Robert Smith 
Charles A. Sotich 
Bernard A. Spalding 
Tal Streeter 
H. J. (Hod) Taylor 
William E. Temple 
Dr. Alfred Thelin 
Thomas Troyer 
John F. Van Gilder 
Nicholas P. Van Sant 
Arthur Vash 
Cleveland J. Wall 
Mike Wright 
Harold Writer 
Bruce Wulfsberg 
Will Yolen 
Anthony Ziegler 


ClossiftedS 


Services and products are listed as a service and 
listing does not imply endorsement by KITE 
LINES. Publisher reserves the right to reject 
any ad not in keeping with publication's stand- 
ards, and to abbreviate to save space. RATES: 
20 <t per word. $2.00 minimum. Post office box 
numbers and telephone numbers count as two 
words, abbreviations and zip codes as one word. 
Classifieds cannot be billed; check or money or- 
der, payable to KITE LINES, must accompany 
copy and be received prior to closing date (as 
given on masthead, pg. 4). Send to KITE LINES, 
7106 Campfield Rd., Baltimore, MD21207, USA. 


WANTED 


CLIPPINGS: News and articles of kite interest 
are actively sought by KITE LINES. First person 
to send an original with name and date of source 
will receive a small reward. Duplicates will be 
returned if sender supplies self-addressed 
stamped envelope. Mail to KITE LINES, 7106 
Campfield Rd., Baltimore, MD 21207, USA. 


GOING OUT OF BUSINESS? Close outs? Dis- 
continued models? We buy them (kites and ac- 
cessories). Ben Franklin Kite Shoppe, One-Half 
Pearl St., Mystic, CT 06355. 


FOR SALE-KITES 


WORLD-FAMOUS FLEXIFOIL, $59.95ea. ppd. 
Send check or money order to Super Zoom, 
P. O. Box 362, Holtsville, L.I., NY 11742. 


NEW KITES— prize-winning, self-launching— 
now from W. O. Weathers & Sons, 17707 S.E. 
Howard St., Milwaukie, OR 97222. 


ROGALLO Corner Kite $35.00 ppd.; Rogallo 
Flexikite, kit $6.00 ppd., assembled kite $7.00 
ppd. Rogallo Flexikites, Kitty Hawk, NC 27949. 


FOR SALE-MISCELLANEOUS 


T-SHIRTS— "Kitefliers Get It Up." Hanes 100% 
cotton. Gold/black print or navy/white print; 
S, M, L, XL, $5.50 plus 50^ ship, per shirt. 
Allow 4 wks. for delivery. TLM Productions, 8 
Charles Plaza, No. 1807, Baltimore, MD 21201. 


BACK ISSUES OF KITE LINES, $2.50 ea. or 
$9.00 for the four available, which include: 
SPRING 1977: Paul Garber profile, Tal Streeter 
on Japan's kite festivals, Marconi jib kite alter- 
natives, Wyatt Brummitt on kite categories 
SUMMER 1977: Special issue on kite trains, with 
the Van Sant Trampoline, how-to by Jack Van 
Gilder, plus reviews of the stunters 
FALL 1977: Kite fishing in Micronesia and the 
U.S., kite safety news, Guatemala's soul-lifting 
kites, kite reels anatomized 
WINTER 1977-78: Tetrahedrals symposium, how 
to make kites with hundreds of kids, Stacked 
Deltas plans, England's Jubilee Year 
MORE RECENT ISSUES SOLD OUT-SORRY 
Prices are postpaid (except for foreign air mail- 
add estimated postage). Order from KITE LINES, 
7106 Campfield Rd., Baltimore, MD 21207, USA. 


SUPER KITES, book by Neil Thorburn, $2.50. 
4738 Elmhurst Dr., San Jose, CA 95129. 


Fourteen easy-to-build-and-fly kites in BLOWN 
SKY-HIGH, book by Margaret Greger, $5.50. 
And now her new MORE SIMPLE KITES, $2.00. 
Both ppd. 1425 Marshall, Richland, WA 99352. 


BACK ISSUES OF KITE TALES. All that are 
left— Five volumes last published. $2.50 ea. or 5 
for $10.00, postpaid. Write Bob Ingraham 
Deltas, 31 5 N. Bayard St., Silver City, NM 88061 . 


WHOLESALERS, MANUFACTURERS 
AND MAIL ORDER BUSINESSES 


SATIN 8-COLOR RAINBOW FISH WIND- 
SOCKS with 15" Mylar® tails. E. Reagan, 4242 
10th Ave., San Diego, CA 92103. 


ANNOUNCEMENTS 


New policy for KITE LINES CLASSIFIEDS, 
effective next issue: WHOLESALERS AND 
MANUFACTURERS may be listed in the Classi- 
fieds only at the special rates of $3.00 per line 
of running copy, $10.00 minimum (individual 
and mail order businesses not affected). There 
is no kite retailers category in Classifieds; how- 
ever, shops that carry KITE LINES regularly are 
listed in the Directory of Outlets at no charge. 


■1ES ser ^ Ce t0 save space and 

,ect to edltl09 ° a u. Items are 

1 ha u-co1umn overa 

st -come-t>rsvsej^ ^ 


Will swap GIBSON GIRL hand-cranked radio 
transmitter for ... ? Stormy Weathers, 1 7707 
S.E. Howard St., Milwaukie, OR 97222. 


advertisement 

The SUPER PLASTIC DELTA™ 
Kite plans $2.00 

Easily made from plastic sheet, 
dowel sticks and adhesive tape. 
Flies beautifully and easily. 
Complete kite, ready to fly, hand- 
made as described above, $7.50. 
Incomplete kite, with no sticks, 
$5.00. Incomplete kite, with no 
assembly instructions, $3.50. 
Write for more details. See U.S. 
Patent #3963200 for description 
of kite. Bennett Arnstein, 3049 W. 
8th St., Los Angeles, Cal. 90005. 
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HI | Ml 



Always the largest 
selection of line 
and spools at the 
lowest prices. 

We also carry 
over sixty 
different models 
of kites , both 
domestic and 
imported . 

Write or call for 
our wholesale 
catalog. 


INDIAN SPOOL 
WITH LINE. 


FANCY BRASS 
INLAY SPOOLS 
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540 DeHaro, San Francisco, Ca. 94107 - Phone (415) 863-5815 





When you have an excellent product at a fair price, and dedicated people 
who make and market that product, you don’t have to shout about it: the 
word gets around. And it has. 

For years we’ve quietly been going about the business of serving kite dealers 
and enthusiasts in a manner they appreciate. We have a reputation for design- 
ing and producing kites of exceptional quality, and for giving our customers 
the respect, attention and service they deserve. 

That’s why we’re quietly selling more Mylar® kites every day. 

QUICKSILVER KITES 
The Mylar® kite specialists. 

701 Shrader Street 
San Francisco, CA 94117 
(415)386-4820 



Kites 

with a difference 



As the established leader in the kite market, Go Fly 
A Kite is well known for its excellent quality and 
large selection of kites from around the world. We 
are manufacturers, distributors and importers. Please 
send for our color catalogue. Go Fly a Kite' , Box 
AA. E. Haddam, Connecticut 06423, (203) 873-8675. 
Direct retail and mail order inquiries should be 
addressed to Go Fly A Kite" , 1434 Third Ave.. New 
York, New York 10028, (212) 988-8885 


